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Vigilemos Manzanillo A.C. (VIMAC)  

The brigades of Vigilemos Manzanillo , A.C., VIMAC for short, or Watching 

Over Manzanillo Civil Association in English, take care of our community, 

watching over environmental concerns, sea animals, provide education, and 

so much more.  

 

From their beginnings in 2018, Vigilemos Manzanillo A.C. (VIMAC) has been 

a citizenȤled environmental organization working to protect the coasts, air 

and biodiversity of Manzanillo, Colima.  

 

Founded as a civil association, its mission is to promote and spread environmental conservation through action and education 

and to encourage active social participation in defending the right to a healthy environment. This group supports the work of  

many other organizations working to provide education and improve the welfare of people and animals in the community, such 

as their work alongside Dra. Zaira Tellez on the animal sterilization campaigns.  

 

Their work is visible all along the bay. VIMAC coordinates regular cleanups on beaches such as Playa Azul Salagua, often join ing 

forces with other groups and institutions to remove litter, cigarette butts and marine debris before it reaches the ocean. Th ey 

have also taken part in underwater cleanups at La Boquita, where divers, surfers and volunteers have pulled more than a tonne  

of rubbish from the seabed, while raising awareness with beachgoers about keeping the coastline clean.  

 

Education and advocacy are another pillar of their work. VIMAC offers talks on issues such as microplastics and their impact on 

wildlife, climate and air Ȥquality campaigns, and public information sessions connected to initiatives like ŗAire Limpio para 

ManzanilloŘ, which seeks better air and environmental governance in the municipality. They have also been visible in peaceful 

marches to defend ecosystems such as the Laguna de Cuyutlán.  

 

One of the recognizable faces associated with this effort is Jesús García, an environmental activist and member of VIMAC. In 

media interviews, Jes¼s has highlighted problems such as sewage pollution on ManzanilloŚs beaches and the importance of 

protecting nesting sea turtles, including rare visits from the leatherback turtle. His work bridges citizen advocacy, hands Ȥon 

conservation and public education.  

 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

¶ Join a cleanup brigade by following Vigilemos Manzanillo A.C. on social media to see cleanup events for beaches, mangroves 

and underwater sites.  

¶ Help spread the word by sharing VIMACŚs educational posts about reducing waste and protecting coastal ecosystems. 

¶ Donate or collaborate as a business, school or community group by contacting VIMAC through their official channels to 

sponsor cleanups or request environmental education talks.  

 

VIMAC and its volunteers show that local action can protect a global treasure and provide lasting change.  

 

Contact Jesús García and the team at https://www.facebook.com/VigilemosManzanilloAC/  ƻǊ vigilemosmanzanillo.ac@gmail.com  

to volunteer or donate.  

GOOD DEEDS 
Winter 2025/2026  

The Important Work of Watching Over Manzanillo  

an interview with Jesús García 

https://www.facebook.com/VigilemosManzanilloAC/
mailto:vigilemosmanzanillo.ac@gmail.com?subject=Volunteering
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Tortugario Manzanillo  

Nestled along the Pacific coast of Colima, the Tortugario Manzanillo (Turtle 

Sanctuary) at Playa Azul/Salahua, one of the many projects that VIMAC 

champions, plays a vital role in marine conservation. This facility invites visitors 

to witness and participate in the release of sea turtle hatchlings, while also 

contributing to the protection of endangered turtle species in the region. 

Founded by Dra. Sonia Isabel Quijano in 2001, the sanctuary plays a vital role 

in turtle protection and survival on the Pacific coast of Mexico.  

 

A Unique Coastal Conservation Site  

Playa Azul and its nearby beach of Salahua sit on the western side of the 

Bahía de Manzanillo, receiving nesting sea turtles that come ashore to lay 

their eggs. The Tortugario at this location gives visitors the chance to observe 

the entire process: from beach patrols in the dark, nest protection and 

incubation, through to the jubilation of tiny turtles heading out to sea.  

 

What Happens and Why It Matters  

One of the key goals is to protect nests and eggs from natural predators, poaching threats and disturbances caused by human 

activity. In one documented incident, 79 eggs from a nesting site in Playa Azul were rescued and relocated for protection. 

Similarly, volunteers at the Tortugario track, monitor and safeguard nests that appear on the beach, sometimes relocating the m 

to safer incubation zones. See the image for impactful results from October 2025 alone.  

 

Beyond nest protection, the release of hatchlings is a symbolic and scientifically important moment. Each hatchling heading i nto  

the ocean represents a chance for survival and continuation of the species. Species such as the olive ridley (Lepidochelys 

olivacea) and black turtles (Chelonia mydas agassizii) utilize the Pacific shores of Colima for nesting, and their survival i s 

threatened globally by habitat loss, climate change and illegal egg collection.  

 

Visitor Experience and Educational Outcomes  

The Tortugario Manzanillo welcomes visitors daily, turning what might be a simple beach outing into an immersive conservation  

experience. During the outing, participants receive a short talk about marine turtle biology and conservation, then witness t he 

release of hatchlings into the sea.  

 

Volunteers, more than 60 in all, take turns through the day and night to ensure the safety of the eggs and nests as well as t o 

oversee the turtle releases, donating generously of their time and often their own money. Contact the team to join the 

volunteers. 

 

...The Important Work of Watching Over Manzanillo   

GOOD DEEDS 
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Challenges and Impact  

Operating in a tropical coastal environment brings challenges: night patrols, beach lighting issues, weather disturbances, an d 

limited funding are ongoing realities. Moreover, while public release events are emotionally powerful, actual survival rates of 

turtles to adulthood remain low, so each hatchling counts.  

 

Nevertheless, the impact of the Playa Azul site is tangible. During the season this facility protects hundreds of nests and h as 

released tens of thousands of hatchlings. These efforts contribute locally to biodiversity preservation and globally to marin e 

ecosystem health. 

 

Vgx Hsŝr Vnqsg ` Uhrhs 

For travellers to Manzanillo, a visit to the Tortugario at Playa Azul offers more than a photo -op: itŚs an opportunity to engage in 

meaningful conservation work. By participating in a turtle release or by visiting the site, or donating time or funds, you ca n 

support a community -driven effort to protect an endangered species and preserve an important ecological cycle.  

 

Find out about upcoming turtle releases and conversation efforts at https://www.facebook.com/tortugariomanzanillo  or reach out 

by email to quijanosonia@gmail.com .  

 

 

...The Important Work of Watching Over Manzanillo   

GOOD DEEDS 

https://www.facebook.com/tortugariomanzanillo
mailto:quijanosonia@gmail.com?subject=Tortugario
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A great pleasure in the Manzanillo area is enjoying the bird life! I never go anywhere without my camera, a compact high -

resolution digital point -and-shoot camera with a 40 -to-1 zoom lens that brings the birds close to me, and I take them home as 

photographs!  

Favorite places to see the birds are around the Vida Del Mar property where we spend the winter, along the mile -long road to 

the waterfront at La Boquita on Santiago Bay, and at the lagoon and backwater behind the bay. Hiking along the road to the 

town of El Naranjo at Highway 200 provides other opportunities for seeing birds of many species. Watch for our feathered 

friends in the trees, the bushes, on the ground, in the water, or in the air!  

 

As well, many times I have photographed birds at the huge Laguna de Las Garzas beside the road leading to Manzanillo centro. 

Parking is always available at roadside by the bridge where water from the lagoon passes over the weir and out to the ocean.  

 

I have photographed and identified over a hundred species of birds in our area. Some are easy to 

identify, while others send me to my bird books or the internet for more information and to confirm 

identification. The two of my four bird books in México that I use most are the National Geographic 

Field Guide to the Birds of North America  (my main reference) and Mexican Birds of the Peterson 

Field Guide series. They complement each other.  

 

Some birds I have photographed many times, including herons, egrets, pelicans, frigatebirds, 

flycatchers, hawks, vultures, chachalacas, and the hummingbirds at our feeder. Some birds have been 

difficult to photograph, others are rarely seen, and a few I have seen only once, sometimes lucky 

enough to get a good photo in just a short time before the bird flies away. Pure luck is often a 

factor both in seeing a particular bird and getting a good photo of it!  

 

 

IN THE WILD  

The Birds of Manzanillo - and a quiz to help you enjoy them!  

by John Chalmers 



 

  6 Bn`rs`k Ldwhbnŝr Khedrsxkd dL`f`yhmd ƳŀƴȊŀƴƛƭƭƻǎǳƴΦŎƻƳ 

 

Winter 2025/2026  

There are reportedly 1,136 species of birds in México  and I know I will never see them all! 

My ŗMexican Bird QuizŘ illustrates over 60 species of birds in the Manzanillo area. Most 

are commonly seen, but to add a little variety, a few of the lesser seen birds are included 

in the quiz! Binoculars and a camera with a zoom lens will help you to enjoy sighting the 

birds and taking their pictures. Keeping a list of the birds you see will help you to 

remember them!  

 

The quiz is posted online and on the pages that follow this article. To download it and 

answer the questions, click here. You can print the quiz to mark or enter the answers. A 

key is provided so you can check your answers. No cheating, please! Feel free to 

download, save and print the quiz for friends or relatives when they come to visit, or send 

the quiz to anyone interested.  

 

A great bird show in the Manzanillo 

area is performed by frigatebirds that 

follow the fishermen when they 

arrive in the morning with their daily catch to the La Boquita beach. Dozens 

of frigatebirds often escort the boats coming in and hope for a handout. 

Fresh fish of various types can be purchased where they are brought in to 

the fish co -op at the shore.  

 

Lagoons, the sea and the vegetation in the Manzanillo area all provide 

habitat and locations to see and enjoy bird life. I havenŚt identified the 

birds in this article in order to challenge you to find their names! But the 

Bird Quiz does have a key to give you the answers. To try it now, click here, 

and keep your eyes open to see our resident or migratory birds!  

 

 

 

IN THE WILD  

you can reach John at john.chalmers@manzanillosun.com 

...The Birds of Manzanillo  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_birds_of_Mexico
https://www.manzanillosun.com/articles-of-interest/the-manzanillo-sun-bird-quiz-by-john-chalmers/
https://www.manzanillosun.com/articles-of-interest/the-manzanillo-sun-bird-quiz-by-john-chalmers/
mailto:john.chalmers@manzanillosun.com
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 Below each photo of a bird there are four names. Put a check mark in the space provided to indicate your answer. Hint: HereŚs 

how to get 100% correct on the test. If you donŚt know the name of the bird, donŚt guess! You can look up the names in a bird 

book or on the internet to find the right answer!  

 

 

KNOWLEDGE 

Manzanillo and Area Bird Quiz  

by John Chalmers 
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...Manzanillo and Area Bird Quiz  
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you can reach John at john.chalmers@manzanillosun.com 

mailto:john.chalmers@manzanillosun.com
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GOOD DEEDS 

MESE - Minors in Extraordinary Situations  

by Mapy Seidel and Julie Ring  

Minors in Extraordinary Situations (Menores en Situaciones Extraordinarias - MESE) is an organization created to keep school -

aged children from working on the street and to keep them in school. EVERY DAY is an opportunity to sign up to be a sponsor 

of one of these children at risk.  

 

MESE was founded by Mapy Seidel in 1995. In the last 30 years, MESE has helped hundreds of children through a scholarship 

program built on the donations of people who sponsor a child with a $5,000 peso annual contribution.  

 

The generosity of these folks is truly dynamic and the results are outstanding. The children may stay in the program if they 

continue to go to school. Many children have come and gone as their lives take unexpected turns, but many have gone on to 

graduate from university.  

 

As of today, January 2026, MESE is currently helping 72 children with a total of more than 500 in the past 30 years, In that time, 

15 kids have graduated from university. Meet some of these amazing young people...  

 

 

LEFT 

Geraldine Gonzalez with her sponsor 

Jack Babcock. Geraldine has been in 

MESE for 14 years and now has a 

engineering degree in supply chain.  

RIGHT 

Darian Yattir Palacios has 

been MESE since the age of 7. 

He has graduated university 

with an engineering degree in 

international logistics.  

LEFT 

Jonathon Andrade came to 

MESE at the age of 16 and 

now is a medical school 

graduate studying to be an 

orthopedic surgeon.  

RIGHT 

Natalia Aceves has been in 

MESE for 5 years and at age 

14 took second place at  

the national taekwondo 

championships  

If you are interested in being part of MESE please 

come to the Mujeres Amigas luncheon every first 

Wednesday of the month at the Oasis. Mapy, Isabelle 

and Julie will be representing MESE there.  

Or you may contact Julie Ring at  

julieannring@gmail.com  


