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Twenty-four hours a day, ships come and go from the Port of Manzanillo, where massive cranes unload and load thousands of 

sea containers each day at the countryŚs largest port. As well as container ships, heading to and from the port, we see oil    

tankers, bulk carriers and car carriers.  

A walk out on the breakwater pier near the navy installation at Manzanillo provides a place for a fine close -up view of containe r 

ships entering port. Seen here is Athos, a container ship 349 meters long built in 2011 in South Korea, sailing under the flag of 

Liberia. 

At left are shown some of the cranes at the Port of Manzanillo, which receives ships from around the world. At right is        

MSC Valentina, a container ship built in 2023 and registered in Liberia. She is 366 meters long, as much as four NFL football 

fields!  

 

Capacity of container ships is measured in its TEU - Twenty-foot Equivalent Unit. Some ships have a TEU of more than 10,000. 

The containers come in 20 -foot and 40 -foot lengths.  
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story and photos by John Chalmers  



 

  2 Bn`rs`k Ldwhbnŝr Khedrsxkd dL`f`yhmd ƳŀƴȊŀƴƛƭƭƻǎǳƴΦŎƻƳ 

 

Winter 2024/2025  

But not all ships sailing to Manzanillo are there for shipping commercial goods! Several times a year cruise ships arrive, br inging 

passengers for a chance to enjoy time at the city or environs. Shown above is Crown Princess of the Princess Cruise Line, docked 

at Manzanillo Centro. Built in Italy, registered in Bermuda and sailing since 2006, she can accommodate over 3,000 passengers  

and a crew of 1,200.  

From the waterfront at Manzanillo centro, a fine view can be seen not only of cruise ships, but oil tankers, naval ships, fis hing 

boats and pleasure craft. Shown above is Kouros, an oil/chemical tanker under the flag of Liberia, 183 meters long, built in Seoul 

in 2008. 

 

In recent times, ocean liners docking for the day at Manzanillo have increased in number to visit the city and area. Anchored  

seaside at Manzanillo centro, the cruise ships see their passengers walk off the ship right into the cityŚs downtown area. There 

they can stroll the waterfront or wander into town to visit the shops for jewelry, t -shirts or other souvenirs of their visit.  

 

...Container Ships, Cruise Ships and Tall Ships   

tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƛƴƴέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ōȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ƛƴƴƪŜŜǇŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎŀŘŀ ƭƛǘŀƴȅ ƛǎ ǎǳƴƎΣ  
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!ƊŜǊ ōŜƎƎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŘƎƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŀƴȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊΦ 
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They can stop at a local café or bar to enjoy a cerveza, a margarita or Mexican cuisine at the historic Colonial Hotel or at any 

one of a number of restaurants. As an option, cruise passengers can take a bus tour to places in the area such as a turtle    

sanctuary, spend a day at the beach, or visit inland to Comala and Colima, the state capital. Likewise, passengers can visit the 

market shops in the Santiago district of Manzanillo to see the wide variety of Mexican arts, crafts, clothing and other produ cts. 

 

Expected to arrive in 2025 are 17 ocean liners from Princess, Holland America, Norwegian, Regent Seven Seas, Oceania and  

Crystal cruise lines. First scheduled to arrive in 2025 is Seven Seas Grandeur on January 5. A ship of relatively small size, with a 

maximum occupancy of 829 plus 542 crew, she is sailing on a 10 -day Mexican Riviera cruise from Los Angeles and back. For a 

list of cruise ship arrivals in 2025, see the listing on the internet at https://cruisedig.com/ports/manzanillo -mexico/arrivals. 

 

Magnificent cruise liners offer passengers fine dining, 

professional entertainment in beautiful theaters, luxurious 

features such as    spectacular atriums, a casino, and the 

opportunity to exercise on a promenade deck or in a 

swimming pool or a gymnasium. In contrast, unlike 

scheduled cruise liner visits, Manzanillo is occasionally a 

stop for a century -old three - or four -masted tall sailing ship 

used as a training vessel for naval cadets.  

 

Shown here is Juan Sebastián Elcano, launched in 1927 and 

used by the Spanish navy to train naval cadets in the art of 

sailing. She is 370 feet long with masts that are 159 feet 

high and powered by a diesel engine as well as sails. The 

ship has a steel hull and carries a crew of 270 plus 90 

cadets. Her  three -day stop at Manzanillo in 2024 was part 

of an eight -month training voyage that began in Spain. At 

rear from the modern age is Crown Princess, which 

happened to be in port at the same time. See more about 

Juan Sebastián Elcano when you click here. 

 

Shown above are two ships of Norwegian Cruise Line. At left, docked at Manzanillo, is Norwegian Sun , 258 meters long, sailing 

since 2001 with a capacity of 1,936 passengers and 908 crew. Sailing away in late afternoon is Norwegian Bliss, built in 2018 with 

20 decks, capable of carrying over 4,000 passengers and over 1,700 crew.  
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