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There is no lack of things to do and see in the Manzanillo area 

of beautiful México! A seafood dinner at a favorite restaurant, 

joining friends for a scenic hike, enjoying the beaches and sea, 

shopping at the colorful markets, touring the Vive Plants orchid 

farm and the botanical Ola Brisa Gardens, and photographing 

birds at the beach and lagoons all add to enjoyment of the ar-

ea.  

 

Less than an hourŚs drive are the towns of Barra de Navidad 

and Melaque with their own special charms, a visit to the turtle 

sanctuary, or a day on the beach at Cuastecomates. Ninety 

minutes away is the stateŚs capital, Colima, and from there a 

short drive leads to the charming Magic Town of Comala. A  

Pueblo Mágico, or Magic Town, is so designated by MexicoŚs 

Secretariat of Tourism for its beauty, architecture, traditions, 

culture, arts and crafts.  

 

The more I see of México, the more I want to know about it! A 

five-day/four -night tour to Morelia, a sanctuary of the Monarch 

butterflies, and a stay in historic towns completely matched my 

desires! It was too much for a single story, so I described the 

first two days ŕ Morelia and the Monarchs ŕ in the June issue of 

the Manzanillo Sun . 

 

This story begins when our tour group boarded our luxury bus 

to depart from Morelia on a trip that would include three Mag-

ic Towns ŕ Tzintzuntzan, Pátzcuaro and Santa Clara del Cobre. 

An hour later, we arrived at the ancient archeological site of 

Tzintzuntzan, the capital of the Purépecha people who arrived 

in the area by Lake Pátzcuaro in the 12th Century. Our first 

stop was at the archeological site that is the location of the 

massive stone structures built before the Spanish conquest of 

1519-21.  

 

I admired the precision of the work that went into building the 

huge structures and semi -circular yácatas, the pyramids built 

hundreds of years ago. I always feel privileged to stand in awe 

and walk the space once occupied by ancient people, admiring 
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ON THE ROAD 

Touring México Ř From Archeology to Arts and Crafts  

story and photos by John Chalmers  
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