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For advertising information in the magazine or web 

pages contact:  
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Regular writers and contributors:  
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Writers and contributors may also be reached via the 

following email:  
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To send submissions for possible inclusion in the mag-

azine, please send to the editor by 15th of each 

month. We are always looking for writers or ideas on 

what you would like us to see as topics for the maga-

zine.  

 

Article submissions:  

- Preferred subjects are Manzanillo and Mexico  

- All articles should be 1000 words or less or may be 

serialized or 500 -750 words if accompanied by 

photos  

- Pictures are welcome 

- Comments, letters to the editor, articles, photos and 

advertisements are always welcome  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA KITS 
See our current media kits here  

(in English and in Spanish)  

ADVERTISING  

Website  

 

WEB AD plus these options to advertise in the e-

magazine...  

1/4 page - $3,200 MXN per year ( a discount of nearly 

48%! )  MOST POPULAR!  

1/2 page - $4,300 MXN per year- can be horizontal or 

vertical ( a discount of 53%! )   

Full page - $6,000 MXN per year ( a discount of 57%! )  

BEST VALUE!  

 

ads@manzanillosun.com  

--------------  

sample ad below  

https://www.manzanillosun.com
http://www.manzanillosun.com/advertise/
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Not in greenhouses but, under protective netting, the farm pro-

duces orchids in bloom all year long, thanks to the perfect cli-

mate for the beautiful flowers. The Viveplants orchid farm is the 

result of FidelŚs long-standing love affair with the plants. He 

has studied orchids in Japan where he completed a degree in 

horticulture and has travelled throughout the Orient to pursue 

his interest.  

 

The farm employs local personnel. Fidel, his wife Elsa, and their 

four children - Fidel Jr., Iván, Laura and Marcela - all work in 

the operation. In the Netherlands, Fidel continued his study of 

orchids, earning a masterŚs degree there, where children Iv§n 

and Laura were born. As all the family speaks English, so tours 

for visitors are easily understood!  

In early January, along with many other snowbirds escaping 

winter in Canada and the United States, I joined a group on a 

fascinating tour of the orchid farm, led by Fidel himself.  

 

We learned a great deal about orchids as he described their 

cycle of growing, as well as challenges of marketing the flow-

ers. Fidel answered all our questions about marketing the flow-

ers and explained the effects of climate, weather and storms on 

orchid growth and production.  

 

Originally established as a wholesale producer of orchids, the 

company has seen excellent success recently in expanding its 

retail operations, particularly in the sale of potted plants rather 

than cut flowers.  

 

February 2020  

 

AROUND MANZANILLO 

Near the small town of La Central, close to the port city of Manzanillo on the Pacific coast of Mexico in the state 

of Colima, is to be found the largest orchid farm in the country. Established in 2002 by proprietor Fidel Maza, 

the operation has grown to 18 hectares in size, or over 44 acres.  

Among the Beauty of Orchids  

story and photos by John Chalmers  

¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǩƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀ ŬŜƭŘ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǾŜǇƭŀƴǘǎ ƻǊŎƘƛŘ ŦŀǊƳ ƴŜŀǊ [ŀ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭΣ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǳǊ ƭƛƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇƘƻǘƻΦ 

!ƴ ƻǊŎƘƛŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƻǘȅǇŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ±ƛǾŜǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ tǊƻǇǊƛŜǘƻǊ CƛŘŜƭ aŀȊŀ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǾŜŘ ǎǘƻƴŜ ƘŜ  
ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ 
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Fidel explained the characteristics of orchids, from roots to pet-

als, pollination and genetics, and spoke of the development of 

hybrid species in a world that loves the flowers. ŗMost orchids 

are tropical plants,Ř he stated, which are his specialty, and add-

ed that, ŗThere are 25 to 30 thousand species of orchids in na-

ture, and over 70 thousand species have been developed as 

hybrids.Ř 

Orchids are grown in several colors at the farm, although most 

of them are white, which are preferred for Mexican cultural in-

terests and occasions such as weddings. ŗThe flowers are har-

vested every other day,Ř said Fidel, ŗand they are harvested at 

70% bloom for marketing.Ř  

 

It takes six years to grow the plants and flowers to be ready for 

sale, and at Viveplants, visitors have the opportunity to pur-

chase both cut flowers and potted plants.  

 

The shop also carries related items such as made -in-Mexico or-

chid jewelry. Attractive baseball caps make a fine and functional 

souvenir of a visit. Plans for the future may include adding fa-

cilities to provide breakfast and lunch to enrich a visit to the 

farm. 

 

Our tour concluded with coffee and soft drinks for refresh-

ments from our gracious host, Fidel, and time to browse the 

displays of orchids and merchandise. Several of us chose to 

purchase orchids and, at no extra cost to the tour, we were giv-

en a spectacular lei of orchid blossoms. We left for our homes 

in Mexico, knowing far more than when we arrived, festooned 

with fabulous flowers that are admired all around the world.  

Visitors are welcome and tours can be arranged by contacting 

Fidel Maza at  fmaza@viveplants.com, local telephone 314 -33-

135-40 or mobile 044 -314-35-319-19. www.viveplants.com  
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AROUND MANZANILLO 

é more pics follow 

you can reach John at john.chalmers@manzanillosun.com 

!ǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ Ǉƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǊǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ  
ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ōŜǧŜǊ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ-ǳǇΦ 

LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƳŀǇ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǾŜǊ рлΣллл  
ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜŎǝƻƴΦ 

mailto:fmaza@viveplants.com
https://www.viveplants.com/
mailto:john.chalmers@manzanillosun.com
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AROUND MANZANILLO 

hǳǊ ǘƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ CƛŘŜƭ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ ƎǊƻǿΦ CƛŘŜƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŎȅŎƭŜ ƻŦ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ  
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀǘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƎŜǎΦ 

²ƘƛǘŜ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ±ƛǾŜǇƭŀƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ  
ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǎǝǾŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΦ 

¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝǾŜ ƴŜǩƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ  
ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳΦ 

!ƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ƻƴ ƻǊŎƘƛŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴΣ CƛŘŜƭ aŀȊŀ Ƙŀǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ  
ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ 

hǊŎƘƛŘǎ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŀǘ ±ƛǾŜǇƭŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻƭŜǎŀƭŜ  
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ǎŀƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ 


