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Where are they?

by Suzanne A. Marshall

Ever since coming to Mexico, | SvSem hweodr rti heids tfhd ssc iyreatri.on fhoarv eP enloi -r
cans. Which means | watch them a lot from my terrace and on to be concerned but | have noticed a distinct drop in the num-
regular beach walks up to the rocks and the river where the ber of Pelicans around our shores.
bay ends and Karmina Palace stands regally in the background. inundated by the brown pelicans in the early months of the

year . Perhaps theySve gathered els
The brown pelican common to Mexico is a great swimmer and years of watching, that seems unusual.
dives |ike a torpedo for itSs food. I f you watch them, itSs prett
magnificent. They are apparently highly social and breed in col- As | Sve watched these majestic div
onies of up to several thousand, year round. They take care of foll owed by their entourage of fri
and manage their young for up to one year but the young do learned they are diving into massive schools of fish and enjoy-
not reach sexual maturity until 3 -5 year s. T h-B ¥ v a ihgtheflotabbanmuet. The others pick up the leftover morsels
and the oldest recorded individual reached a stunning record and it seems to be a good relationship with nature. As time
of 43 years of age. No wonder my fascination. wore on, and the pelicans remained scarce, | came to the con-

clusion that the fish arenSt showi
Due to pesticides, we almost lost this species between the late cans have gone off somewhere else to hunt.
1950s and early 1970s. Then it was placed on the Federal En-
dangered Species List leading to a ban on DDT and a reduction | f | Sm to draw any conclusions fr

of the use of others. Things began to improve thereafter. |l ocal weather, | Sd have to say tha
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fish donSt i ke i t. So they, t so,ceyen Igtlas lowly laypevstneamdeginniP@to eleeyesve dreu r t h e r
out to sea where there may be colder currents. ItSs an emotional thought when you
(your own in particular) and wonder what their world will look

like.

| take some FheartS from knowing
change elements of the causes of climate change and we are

doing what we can. Recycling, talking openly about it and hop-

ing that the controls needed to stem the nasty production of

polluting materials, including the inefficient burning of fossil

fuels, are examples.

All of this particular observation seems to also be connected to
the number of local fisherman | see. This number has also
dropped and | have seen only one skivvy of men diving in after
nets and pulling them to shore with very little to show for their
efforts. A few days ago | took my beach walk down to the river
and was stunned to see a bare landscape where many men
would be fishing off the shore and off the piled up rocks at the

mouth of the river. That truly concerned me. ¢KS LI NByda FSSR 0KS &2dzy3d TNRBY

| Sm not an ecol ogist of <cour se Mexido,inmydpniory ia lyehiral mang cotintri@s in maaswlestfoi st e n

to global weather reports round the world. This week, record curb these problems. | note that ecology is being introduced
keepers have confirmed the hottest June ever recorded on into school systems here now, which is so important. Teaching
earth. In France, temperatures were recorded as high 40+C and children is one of the best moves possible. They are the future.

records have been broken in Italy and Greece. Canada, too, has Here, in Manzanillo, many restaurants are eliminating the use of

dealt with strange (or at least not typically what they are used plastic drinking straws; some are using paper products for take -

to) weather and friends have sent photos of flooding while oth- out food; regular garbage pickup is being practiced on our

ers are parched by heat. beach (and hopefully others).

At one time, | told myself that global warming and cooling This is so important with that huge tide ready to sweep up

were normal events over history. Look at the ice ages that have everything off the beach and carry
come and gone. Could human beings possibly be the cause of the addition of several refuse cages strategically placed along

al |l the current disturbances? Wheibkaeh with sigeagd dncpuragiingduseSAnd ivseents totbe t hi n k

Bn rs >k Ldwhbns8r Khedrsxkd dlivryityhimdsdzy oldo2y



\ %
ManzanilloSun August 2019

...Where are they?

happening. These are a great idea since they are somewhat
permanent as fenced compounds complete with heavy duty
wire and fence posts. Garbage <ca
were being taken away, possibly stolen, for other uses. These

are wonderful signs of progress and that there are people tak-

ing measures to be a part of cleaning up the planet.

¢CKS IS NSYy (i CNAIFGSOANR 221 AY:

b2¢5> @ikl 0 neck out a wee bit with absolutely no authority and certainly
Y 2 dzi K F dzt
needing more pertinent education; writing about this. | hope
you will understand it comes from the heart.
One last add-in. My research found me honing in on PADI
Proyecto A.W. A.R. E. Check it out.
I don St mean to be Fpreachy$S h atior wwwpwjectawaremrg.l east we can do i s

manage our garbage, recycle as much as possible and join the

z

FfreuseS movement . | f you have

like, need or want, give it away to a family who does or donate | | 0% Sa¥ M’WW
. . o et ~| 'Proechm
it to a cause that will be grateful to have it. Bring reusable bags y g

MA. ‘,' -
ldo-vus

when you go grocery shopping and skip the vegetable bags

-
clear bags? 1tSs at |l east a beg o Tk - my

when possible. Do bunches of bananas really need separate

you can reach Suzanne A. Marshall at suzanne@manzanillosun.com

Bn rs k LdwhbnsSr Khedrsxkd dliryityhimndadzy old2y
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Hunting Grlzzly Bears...
W|th a camera

You may well wonder what grizzly bears have to do with Méxi- the western edge of Hudson Bay anoc¢
co! In fact, not much now, but there was a time, thousands of bear capital of the world.R

years ago, when grizzlies ranged across western North America

from México to Alaska. Today, there are no grizzly bears in That was a trip | had also taken with the company, and had the
M®xi co. |In the continental, 71l owepror48Ri Uygi tteod rSsthaotoetsR, at héo zgen zef
zlies are scarce, with an estimated 1,500 remaining close to the North America. In addition to bears and sightseeing trips, the
Canadian border, and are protected in Wyoming, ldaho, Mon- company now offers week -long expeditions to Newfoundland.

tana and Washington. Far more grizzlies live in Canada, but
more than half the estimated grizzly population in North Amer- Upon arriving at waterside, we boarded the appropriately
ica lives in Alaska, where hunting is allowed. named 72-foot catamaran, /nside Passage and began our hunt

for the grizzly bears. Our route took us along the coast, north

But the big bears can still be shot with a camera! That was my of Prince Rupert to the Khutzeymateen Inlet, where the Grizzly

intention when | took a one -day trip on June 8 to see Canadian Bear Sanctuary protects some 50 grizzlies as well as the smaller

grizzly bears. Along with 99 other passengers on a charter air- black bears in the area. Available only by water or air, the

craft, we flew from Edmonton, Alberta, to Prince Rupert, British rvall ey of the GrizzlyR was our des

Columbia. After a hot breakfast on board and a flight of about
an hour and 45 minutes, we touched down at the Prince Rupert My first target was a grizzly sow with two very young cubs not
airport then took a five -minute bus ride to the dock where we yet used to the sight of our boat, and Mama Bear quickly led
began our hunt for the bears in an eight -hour cruise operated her offspring back into the forest, giving me barely enough
by Prince Rupert Adventure Tours. time to dash off a blurry shot with my camera. But success
soon followed! Along the inlet we saw a dozen more hand-
Organized by Calgary -based Classic Canadian Tours, the touris  some grizzlies, all feeding close to the shore, eating sedge
one of several operated by the company to see special places grass or digging for clams. For the bears, salmon season would
in CanadaSs north. The compan-y domredatenintieSeay ears ago with one

day tours to see polar bears at Churchill, Manitoba, located on

Bn rs k Ldwhbns8r Khedr sxkd dhu?yfi‘l-ymfmdédzyqnléev
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On the flight there, naturalist Les Stegenga gave an informative
talk to prepare us for the trip. | had enjoyed his commentary
previously on the polar bear tour. Well informed and experi-
enced, Les has studied grizzlies and polar bears in Canada as
well as wildlife in Africa and China. Now retired as a senior
keeper at the Calgary Zoo, Les was responsible for animals in

the Canadian Wilds exhibit.

Although all aboard were excited about what we saw, everyone
obeyed the rules of our boat Ss
stopped close to shore whenever we pulled in to watch the
bears. While the /nside Passagewas tolerated by the bears, we
were warned that loud voices and unfamiliar noises could still

spook our targets. Probably everyone on board had a camera,

ranging from folks using their cell phones to several serious
photographers using single lens reflex cameras with huge

lenses.

Besides the success of photographing the subject of our excur-
sion, the splendid scenery of a calm sea, mountains and end-
less forest added to rewards of the day. We were spared rain

from an area known for 265 days a year of rain.

But thes avercasd day, m mleudynbright canditiers, wassperfeat
for photography, with even lighting, no harsh shadows and rich
colors in our digital images. Because it might startle the bears,

flash photography was not permitted, nor was it necessary.

Bn rs k LdwhbnsSr Khedrsxkd dliryityhimndadzy oldo2yY
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In some respects, the tour was a trip back in time where we
were surrounded by untouched wilderness to see the native
denizens of the area. Only a couple of small fishing settlements
and just a few fishing boats were among the only evidence of
civilization. The return trip to the dock provided a close  -up look
at seals, pods of orcas and humpback whales, as well as harle-
quin ducks, gulls and other birds.

As we neared Prince Rupert,
have one more treat for you today, as we will soon have a
close-up | ook at bald eagles. R
what to expect. As the boat slowed down, we were pursued

closely by a bald eagle, then two, then eight, then more and

cameras were busy catching photos of them in flight.

Our boat slowed to a halt for an amazing spectacle! A crew
member began tossing chunks of meat overboard and we were
completely surrounded by at least a dozen bald eagles diving
to pick up morsels from the water with their talons, then trans-
ferring it to their bills and circling the boat again for another

reward.

Bn rs k LdwhbnsSr

one of t he
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It was a practice the eagles had learned from picking up scraps
tossed overboard from fishing boats when the fish were
cleaned. For the hundred tourists on board, it was a rare op-
portunity for a very close look at the eagles and a chance to
shoot them with a camera. Having taken nearly 600 photos
during the day, including many in high -speed rburstS mc
capture action, | was glad | was taking digital pictures instead

of running up a big cost for film and processing!
announced,

crew r We

Before we docked and took the flight home with dinner and

T h wiseeincludedg besidesi the dearts, thé éagles,sothek wildlife and

coastal scenery, | had one more reward. | got the prize for
guessing the exact time of touchdown on the tarmac at Prince
Rupertf 8:31 a.m.f and received a fine large photo of a grizzly,

matted and ready for framing, taken by naturalist Les Stegenga.

z

ItSs now displayed on the wall at |

Learn more about those beautiful grizzlies we visited in an in-

ternet search. Wikipedia is informative at https://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grizzly_bear and get info about the ad-

ventures offered by Classic Canadian Tours at

www.classiccanadiantours.com.

...more pics follow

d i i I ytmd a dzy olde v
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