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ŗThe Da Vinci Dream Factory, is a Mexican cultural company 

dedicated to the research, interpretation and construction of 

Leonardo da VinciŚs inventions, since 2009, preserved in their 

codices and later integrated into a collection of smaller -scale 

models that make up a portable and interactive museum.Ř 

 

The project is called the Da Vinci Academy and already has 

three different versions. These have been presented in nine dif-

ferent states of the Mexican Republic. The new project, ŗMaster 

MindŘ, is a large-scale museum, portable, interactive and de-

signed for temporary presentations.  

 

What is really fascinating is the 110 carefully selected models 

manufactured by Mexican indigenous artisans (Purépechas) 

from Michoacán, using materials and techniques of the Da Vin-

ci era. I found myself řup close and personalŚ viewing these 

models from inches away and walking around them to take in 

the entire scope of the pieces.  

 

One can view the various charts of the exhibit which depict the 

many drawings of Da Vinci and the correlation of each to mod-

ern day items. It is a most fascinating experience. To think a 

man who lived 5 centuries ago (1452 -1519) could conceive of 

these brilliant ideas is incredulous. Depicted below, for exam-

ple, are samples of Da Vinci drawings that became modern day 

braking systems, gyroscopes, valves, centrifuges and instru-

ments of perpetual motion. But there are so many more.  

 

Not only was Da Vinci a most gifted painter (considered by 

many the greatest of all time) and sculptor, his drawings and 

ideas depicted ultimate inventions that included: architecture, 

science, musical instruments, mathematics, engineering, litera-

ture, anatomy, geology, astronomy, botany, writing, history and 

cartography. 

 

As a painter, some of his most famous works include: The Mo-

na Lisa, The Last Supper, Salvator Mundi. This last painting sold 

in New York in 2017 for the highest price ever paid; a stunning 

450.3 million at ChristieŚs auction. 

 

Below is the Salvator Mundi painting sold at auction.  
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The Genius of Da Vinci Visits Manzanillo  

January 12 -  February 17, 2019, Centro Universitario de Bellas Artes, Manzanillo, Colima   
by Suzanne A. Marshall  
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Throughout the exhibit, one can view the numerous models. 

What a wonderful idea to replicate the Da Vinci drawings into 

real objects. Though one cannot touch (itŚs tempting to turn a 

wheel or strike a drum), seeing these come to řlifeŚ creates an 

unforgettable impact on the mind. How did he dream these 

ideas up out of nothing?  

One can only imagine the stimulating conversations to be had 

for students and adults alike as they view the charts and won-

derful artisan models of the Da Vinci inventions. I asked the Ex-

ecutive Director of the exhibition, Gerardo Madrueño, where 

the exhibits might be taken next and was told they are hoping 

to bring his wonderful project to Canada. Fortunately, I also 

spoke with Eduardo Meléndez Campos who is an English 

teaching coach and involved in many educational pursuits here 

in Manzanillo.  

 

His English, of course, is impeccable, as the displays are all in 

Spanish here in Mexico. But believe me, you can still interpret a 

great deal by the clever models and photos. This is an event 

well worth the curious mind and I highly recommend an adven-

ture to the Centro Universitario de Belles Artes to see it for 

yourself. 

 

I must share another fascinating item that can be enjoyed from 

the exhibit. When you enter and pay your fee (50 pesos, half 

price for seniors with the INAPAM/INSEN card) you will receive 

a coupon commemorating the exhibit complete with a photo 

of the Mona Lisa. But this is not just any coupon. When you 

look at it through the photo lens of an android phone, holo-

grams pop up from the coupon in 3D of various Da Vinci in-

ventions. IŚve, quite frankly, never seen anything quite like it. 

And what an ingenious way to bring an added modern dimen-

sion to the exhibit. (They are currently working on the applica-

tion for iPhones).  

I sincerely hope that this article and the sample photos, which 

are but a few, will encourage everyone to head out before Feb-

ruary 17th to see this wonderful exhibition. Congratulations to 

the project developers for a job well done!  
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ȢȢȢThe Genius of Da Vinci Visits Manzanillo  

aƻŘŜƭǎ ƻŦ 5ŀ ±ƛƴŎƛ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ 

5ŀ ±ƛƴŎƛ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ 

aƻŘŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŀ 5ŀ ±ƛƴŎƛ ŀǳƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǾƛƭ 

Donõt forget to download the Google Translate app, add the dic-

tionary and the offline option, to make it easier to read captions.  

é more pics follow 
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tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀǘŜǊ ŘƛǾƛƴƎ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ƻǊ ŀ  
ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜΚ  

!ōƻǾŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘŜŘ ŘǊǳƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ  
ōŜƭƭ ǊƛƴƎŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƪŜȅǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎǎ 

¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ 
ƭƛƊƛƴƎ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƻƭƭǎΦ 

9ŘǳŀǊŘƻ aŜƭŞƴŘŜȊ /ŀƳǇƻǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ 
9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘΣ DŜǊŀǊŘƻ aŀŘǊǳŜƷƻ 
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ȢȢȢThe Genius of Da Vinci Visits Manzanillo  

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƻƎǊŀƳ ƻƴ ŀƴ !ƴŘǊƻƛŘ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ƛǎ ƅƻŀǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǇƻƴǎ όǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘύ 

 
/ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƻƎǊŀƳ ǾƛŘŜƻ 

¢ƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ǎƻǳǾŜƴƛǊ ŎƻǳǇƻƴǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ 5ŀ ±ƛƴŎƛ ƘƻƭƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿƘŜƴ 
ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ƭŜƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ !ƴŘǊƻƛŘ ǇƘƻƴŜ 

you can reach Suzanne A. Marshall at suzanne@manzanillosun.com 

https://www.manzanillosun.com/hologram-from-paper-coupon-with-android-phone/
mailto:suzanne@manzanillosun.com
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When I get into any Mesoamerican mythology, the first thing I 

latch onto is a tribeŚs, or (to borrow a Canadian term) First Na-

tionŚs creation story. They are often full of woe, hardship, 

blood, war, guts, and death. It is as if all these most powerful 

gods couldnŚt get it right the first time so they would have a 

lot of their early work destroyed, only to be replaced by better 

work [?].  

 

The Mayan were no different. The MayanŚ Popol Vuh ends up 

killing and maiming entire worlds of people. Some of it so 

bloody that I wonŚt re-tell it for fear of nightmares. I know that 

there are softer sides to these mythological stories when one 

digs a little deeper. There are a host of short stories and para-

bles. A lot of them are about animals.  

 

Try this one out:  

 

SYTMTTLŝR MDV CQDRR 

The Story of the Hummingbird  

 

When Halach-Uinic, the Great Spirit, got around to creating all 

the different animals and other living things for manŚs enjoy-

ment and support, he concentrated on one small bird to make 

her his favorite. Tzunuum was the smallest of birds. She could 

fly backwards, hover in one spot for several minutes and ate 

nothing but flower honey.  

 

She was brave and excitable yet very tiny and delicate. But, 

most of all, she had a personality very pleasing to all, except to 

the other hummingbirds, and the whole forest, as well as all the 

gods and spirits, loved her. Even though Tzunuum was dressed 

with a very drab set of feathers, because of her outgoing, posi-

tive, and yet humble, nature, no one really cared and she was 

most happy darting about keeping others happy, too.  

One day she announced that she was getting married to the 

spirits and to all the forest flora and fauna. Some of the other 

animals became concerned that she didnŚt have a wedding 

dress and got some living things together to solve her prob-

lem. The Motmot donated her long tail feathers to be used to 

help make TzunuumŚs wonderful wedding gown.  

 

Not to be outdone, Ya (a Crowned Flycatcher) donated a lot, 

but not all, of her bright crimson throat feathers, leaving her 

with just a ring. The Blue Bird known, then, as Uchilche, gave 

into the mix several of her blue feathers. The Cardinal thought 

a bright contrasting color would look nice and donated several 

of her red feathers.  

 

And, so as to not be left out, the prideful Yumyum Oriole took 

on the responsibilities of putting it all together as she was 

known as a weaver and something of an engineer. With the 

help of Ah -leumŚs talents, and gossamer spider webbing, they 

also formed a gorgeous veil.  

 

Not to be out done by the animals, the trees voted for the 

Azar tree to drop all of its leaves for a nice soft but colorful ar-

ea to hold the reception while Canac, the honey bee, put the 

February 2019  
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±ŀƛƴ aƻǘƳƻǘ 
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word out to all of her sisters and cousins to provide the sweet 

honey repast for all the wedding guests.  

 

Everything was put together and the entire forest surprised our 

little friend and she was so thrilled. The spirits were also 

pleased, and the Great Spirit was so happy to see how Tzunu-

um looked, due to her happiness, that he allowed her to wear 

her wedding dress every day from then on.  

 

HOW THE KING OF THE BIRDS WAS CHOSEN 

or 

Puhay Puhay 

 

The Mayan Great Spirit, Halach -Uinic, liked to wander through 

his creation of the forests and simply enjoy the feel, smell, sight 

and sound of it. Although, of late, he had started to hear some 

discouragement among the birds. There was a growing 

squawking sound as they were sitting about arguing over 

things that didnŚt matter or that they had no control over. ŗA 

little bit of this is fine and to be expected,Ř he said to, Naguel, 

the Jaguar. ŗIŚm starting to not like my daily walks because of 

that raucous screeching argument coming out of my trees.Ř 

Naguel could only think of capturing a couple of the big ones 

for a fine dinner meal but he said nothing.  

 

The next day Halach -Uinic called all the birds together and an-

nounced ŗall this bickering has to stop. You are ruining my for-

est creation and I canŚt have that. I have decided that what you 

need is a little law and order among yourselves. Some simple 

social guidelines would do it. In order for that to happen, you 

need some local authority whom I will support and that should 

do it.  

 

So, you will need to elect a King to govern and I will leave you 

to it. I will have Muwan, the Screech Owl, monitor your meeting 

to make sure everything is fair.Ř Muwan called the meeting to 

order when all the birds had gathered the following day and 

formed a ring in which volunteers for kingship could enter and 

plead their cases.  

 

The first one to push his way into the circle was old Cutz, the 

wild turkey. His coloring was much the same as it is today, and 

he was every bit as big as any turkey anyone had ever seen.  

 

ŗI am the biggest and strongest bird in the forest. IŚm capable 

of defending any against bullying and can stop all this fighting. 

I should be elected as your King.Ř Muwan added a few words 

about his strength but doubted his intelligence. There were a 

number of other birds that agreed with him, especially when it 

became publicly known that these řCutzŚ had problems making 

the second tier of branches while on wing.  

X-Chol-Col-Chek the tropical mockingbird pushed herself, went 

into the ring and announced, in a loud high -pitched song she 

had obviously made up, ŗI am bright of plumage. I am smart. I 

am bold. And, I can sing like this all day,Ř she trilled out, blast-

ing those close to the ring. Now, it is true that she had a won-

derful voice and even got some applause from some of the 

other birds when she finished. The old owl muttered something 

about lacking substance and originality, and she was dismissed 

with her head hanging low.  

 

A bright red Cardinal stepped into the ring and announced, in 

a high shrill voice that ŗI am the perfect answer for a king or 

queen because I am so beautiful and can command everyoneŚs 

attention.Ř He turned and strutted around the ring until he 

came face to face with the owl. All Muwan did was to frown 

and point to the stairs that led off into the crowd then, as he 

gaveled the meeting closed for the day, X -Chol-Col-Chek 
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