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What were we escaping from you may wonder. Here we are 

living in paradise, on the beaches of Manzanillo, and we cer-

tainly have no desires to change that. But this season itŚs been 

very, very hot. This isnŚt so unusual in Mexico, and certainly not 

given the global heat wave the planet has experienced this 

summer, but what a perfect excuse to find a little temporary 

reprieve from the temperatures and head up the mountain into 

the Sierra Madre mountains to cool off and explore, yet anoth-

er, lovely Mexican location.  

 

We learned about Tapalpa from our Mexican neighbours who 

encouraged us to go and explore the area. It was easily acces-

sible by car and only takes 3 ŕ 3 ƒ hours to drive there. ItŚs a 

pretty basic route on the freeway to Guadalajara then a turn 

into the city of Sayula (which I previously wrote about) and on 

past Sayula and up the road until you reach Tapalpa.  

 

ItŚs a lovely location, situated at about 1,950 metres (6,400 ft.) 

and is one of the 83 designated ŗPueblos M§gicosŘ, or magic 

towns, found throughout Mexico. Tapalpa was the fifth town to 

earn this designation which is only awarded to towns with real 

natural beauty; cultural richness, traditions, historical relevance 

and more. Tapalpa means ŗplace of coloured earthŘ derived 

from the ancient Nahuatl language spoken by the Aztecs and 

many of MexicoŚs indigenous civilizations. Its population is ap-

proximately 19,506, taken from a 2015 census.  

Atop the mountainside, the local flora includes cacti, pine, oak, 

cedar and fir trees. The wildlife includes deer, rabbits, squirrels, 

armadillos, snakes and a small wildcat known as the oncilla. 

There are even a few elusive pumas. (I prefer them elusive.)  

My first impression of the area also included pastoral scenes of 

large, green, grassy fields with plump cattle grazing everywhere 

as well as beautiful rustic log -structured homes and cabins, 

with terra cotta tile roofs, scattered among the pines as we en-

tered the city proper. We were destined for a small hotel, just 

off the main town square, named Hotel Casona de Manzano. It 

was a lovely, convenient spot for walking about the town and 

had a wood -burning stove/fireplace in the room.  

We immediately noticed the cooler temperature, of course, and 

adjusted instantly just like the good old Canadians that we are. 

During the day, the temperatures in July are around mid 20C 

and then down to 15C during the night. (77F ŕ 59F). This felt 

very cool to us, having just left indexed temperatures of up to 

40C+, with humidity.  

 

The hotel also offers breakfasts in a central courtyard, com-

pletely open to the sky, but tables are under cover on the pe-

rimeter if there should be some rain. It was just a truly lovely, 

green oasis with potted plants and plenty of ambiance. We en-

joyed our meals and coffee there before starting out to explore 

the area each day. 

 

We walked the town square and dipped in and out of the little 

shops for a while enjoying the colonial architecture and ever -

present, towering cathedral. While doing so, we came upon a 

small tour operation and found out some information about 

the area.  
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COLOURS OF MEXICO 

Our Escape to Tapalpa, Jalisco  

by Suzanne A. Marshall 

! ƴƻǇŀƭƛ ŎŀŎǘǳǎ ǘǊŜŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊǳǎǝŎ ƭƻƎ Ŏŀōƛƴǎ  
ƘǳƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ¢ŀǇŀƭǇŀΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƴƻǇŀƭƛ ŎŀŎǘǳǎ ǘǊŜŜ ƴŜŀǊ [ŀǎ tƛŜŘǊƻǘŀǎ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ  
ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ 
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é more pics follow 

There are two main attractions to visit -  a place named Las Pie-

drotas (the big rocks) and a hiking tour into El Salto del Nogal, 

a spectacular waterfall set in a canyon. As we were not really 

prepared for hiking, given footwear and such, we opted for a 

short drive to Las Piedrotas. We were only staying for two 

nights and had to make a choice. (I might add here that we 

were very comfortable in jeans and running shoes with light, 

long -sleeved, cotton sweaters. Many of the population were 

wearing boots and jackets.  

Las Piedrotas is a gigantic rock formation in the Valley of the 

Enigmas about 4KM out of Tapalpa. No one knows how these 

colossal rocks (several of which are bigger than houses) came 

to be in the middle of a vast green pasture, complete with 

grazing cattle. The area is aptly named the Valley of the Enig-

mas.  

 

When you first arrive at this area, you feel a little under-

whelmed as the rocks and scenery look completely out of scale 

given the expansiveness of the entire scene. Then you begin to 

see the people walking the paths and horseback riding and 

your perspective is changed completely by the comparisons. 

Some of these stones/rocks are five stories high.  

 

There is plenty of parking beside the road, and a gate to enter, 

where you will find snacks and small food kiosks. Much to my 

surprise, they even had a zip line in operation between the two 

largest rocks where people where enjoying a big thrill after 

climbing their way up to the platform. You could also rent 

horses for riding the paths and around the rocks and pastures.  

 

Tapalpa was originally part of an indigenous community of sev-

eral small nearby towns and ruled by King Cuantoma. In 1523, 

a group of Spaniards, led by Captain Alonso De Avalon Saa-

vedra, arrived and the colonization and catechizing of the Indi-

ans commenced. 

 

Tapalpa itself did not become established as a town until 1869 

and officially, until 1878.  

 

The first paper factory in Latin America was opened in Tapalpa 

in 1840. [4] The factory shut down and was abandoned in 1923 

due to the Mexican Revolution. [5] Today, its abandoned ruins 

have become a tourist attraction.  

 

WeŚd be happy to return to Tapalpa one day and continue our 

exploration of this lovely area. I would be remiss if I didnŚt 

mention how reasonable the restaurant and shop pricing is in 

this town. As a tourist destination, a person often anticipates 

elevated pricing but that was not the case here and a very 

pleasant surprise. I know we havenŚt seen it all and we will be 

happy to pick up where we left off and enjoy this breathtaking 

area again. 
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COLOURS OF MEXICO 

ȢȢȢ/ÕÒ %ÓÃÁÐÅ ÔÏ 4ÁÐÁÌÐÁ 

! ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ /ŀǎƻƴŀ ŘŜ aŀƴȊŀƴƻΣ ¢ŀǇŀƭǇŀΣ WŀƭƛǎŎƻΦ 

! ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ¢ŀǇŀƭǇŀ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǎǉǳŀǊŜΣ ǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΦ 
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ȢȢȢ/ÕÒ %ÓÃÁÐÅ ÔÏ 4ÁÐÁÌÐÁ 

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-ƅƻƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƳŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ Ƙŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ  
ǉǳƛŜǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎǘŀǎΦ !ƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ŎƻǳǊǘȅŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΦ 

! ŎƻƳŦȅ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǎƻŦŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƻƻŘ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŬǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ  
ƻǳǊ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŬǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻȊȅ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ƻǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ 

LŦ ƛǘ Ǌŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘȅŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘƭȅ ŘǊŀƛƴǎ ŀǿŀȅ Ǿƛŀ  
ǘƘƛǎ ŜǎŎŀǇŜΣ ŀǧǊŀŎǝǾŜƭȅ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŜǊŀƳƛŎ ŦǊƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǘΦ 
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ȢȢȢ/ÕÒ %ÓÃÁÐÅ ÔÏ 4ÁÐÁÌÐÁ 

wƛƎƘǘ - ! ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘȅŀǊŘ  
.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ōŜƎƛƴǎΦ 

!ōƻǾŜ - ¢ƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ Ƙŀƭƭǿŀȅǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƎƻǊƎŜƻǳǎ  
ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ŎŀǊǾŜŘ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘ ǇƛŜŎŜǎΦ 

[ŜƊ - ! ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ  
ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǎǉǳŀǊŜΦ {ƻ ŘƛŘ ǿŜΗ 

!ōƻǾŜ - ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǎǉǳŀǊŜΣ ǎƻ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ƻŦ 
aŜȄƛŎŀƴ ǘƻǿƴ ǎǉǳŀǊŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǧŜƴŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛȊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ 
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ȢȢȢ/ÕÒ %ÓÃÁÐÅ ÔÏ 4ÁÐÁÌÐÁ 

Wǳǎǘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǎǉǳŀǊŜΣ ǿŜ ƴƻπ
ǝŎŜŘ [ŀ /ŀǎŀ ŘŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀǊǝǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ 
 
¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊŎƻŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƴπ
Ŏƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ƎŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
ŜƳǇǘȅ Ƙŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŀƴŘ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǊŜŎƛǘŀƭǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  
 
! ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ƴŀƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ hǎŎŀǊ 9Ǌƴπ
Ŝǎǘƻ 9ǳǎǘŀŎƛƻ !ƎǳƛƭŜǊŀ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ ƻǳǊ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ŎƻƳπ
ǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΦ 
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ȢȢȢ/ÕÒ %ÓÃÁÐÅ ÔÏ 4ÁÐÁÌÐÁ 

[ŜƊ - 9ƭ {ŀƭǘƻ ŘŜƭ bƻƎŀƭ ƛǎ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŀǧǊŀŎǝƻƴ ƴŜŀǊ ¢ŀǇŀƭǇŀ  
ŀƴŘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ōȅ ǘƻǳǊΦ .ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ƎŜŀǊΦ 

.Ŝƭƻǿ - !ǊƻǳƴŘ [ŀǎ tƛŜŘǊƻǘŀǎΣ Ŏƻǿǎ ƎǊŀȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭǳǎƘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƎǊŀǎǎŜǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘŜŘƭȅΦ 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƭƛƳō ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ  
ǘƘŜ ȊƛǇ ƭƛƴŜ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳΦ .ǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŘΦ 

! ŦŜǿ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ŀƳƻƴƎ  
ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǧƭŜΦ 


