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Writers and contributors may also be reached via the
following email:

info@manzanillosun.com

To send submissions for possible inclusion in the mag-
azine, please send to the editor by 15th of each
month. We are always looking for writers or ideas on
what you would like us to see as topics for the maga-

zine.

Article submissions:

Preferred subjects are Manzanillo and Mexico

All articles should be 1000 words or less or may be
serialized or 500-750 words if accompanied by
photos

Pictures are welcome

Comments, letters to the editor, articles, photos and
advertisements are always welcome
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ADVERTI SI NG
Website

WEB AD plus these options to advertise in the e-
magazine...

1/4 page - $3,200 MXN per year (a discount of nearly
48%'!) MOST POPULAR!

1/2 page - $4,300 MXN per year- can be horizontal or
vertical (a discount of 53%! )

Full page - $6,000 MXN per year (a discount of 57%! )

BEST VALUE!

ads@manzanillosun.com

sample ad below
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MEDIA KITS
See our current media kits here
(in English and in Spanish)

Sample ads

Mmenkey's
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Lakeside Medical Group

Comprehensive Medical Care Covered By Your Insurance
Most US and CAN insurances accepted:

 HuUmMana « Best Doctors = SevenComers

* United Health Care « Coventry * Tricare

« Aetna « Cigna « VA Service Connected
« BlueCross/Anthem = IMG + ChampVa and more

U.S.hsurance Plans
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Primary Care +Pain Clinic
«Specialist Network -Hospital Network
Medications Covered Physical Therapy

Free Enroliment No Deductibles
No Out-of-Pocket expenses

NOW IN MANZANILLO

Website: www lakemedicalgroup.com
I I Email: staff@lakemedicalgroup.com

Mexico Toll free: 01-800-681-9396
US Toll Free: 1-888-449-7700
Mexico Tel: 376-766-0395
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Our Escape to Tapalpa, Jalisco

by Suzanne A. Marshall

What were we escaping from you may wonder. Here we are My first impression of the area also included pastoral scenes of
living in paradise, on the beaches of Manzanillo, and we cer- large, green, grassy fields with plump cattle grazing everywhere

tainly have no desires to changas wellhaa beautifBl uustic tlog i-ssructaredahenoes and tcabiss, b e e n

very, very hot. This isnSt so uwithtermadta tiemoof$) scatieredoamong thedpinesegswear-nl y n o
given the global heat wave the planet has experienced this tered the city proper. We were destined for a small hotel, just

summer, but what a perfect excuse to find a little temporary off the main town square, named Hotel Casona de Manzano. It

reprieve from the temperatures and head up the mountain into was a lovely, convenient spot for walking about the town and

the Sierra Madre mountains to cool off and explore, yet anoth- had a wood -burning stovef/fireplace in the room.

er, lovely Mexican location.

We learned about Tapalpa from our Mexican neighbours who

encouraged us to go and explore the area. It was easily acces-
sible by car and only takes3 f3 f hours to dr |
pretty basic route on the freeway to Guadalajara then a turn
into the city of Sayula (which | previously wrote about) and on

past Sayula and up the road until you reach Tapalpa.

ltSs a lovely location, sit uats
and is one of the 83 designat 5
towns, found throughout Mexico. Tapalpa was the fifth town to
earn this designation which is only awarded to towns with real

natural beauty; cultural richness, traditions, historical relevance

and mor e. Tapal pa means r1plac: %k?xéuuZLLjflﬁf_Pél'e()bﬁ'dié”ﬁ(NﬁJ§:"g\i"j‘\ly[l'é“tf\s
from the ancient Nahuatl language spoken by the Aztecs and FLILISENBR G2 KIgs 6SHUKSNBR Yhye €5
many of MexicoSs indigenous Civiiizcati vns. LS pUpUI ALl UND 1S ap-
proximately 19,506, taken from a 2015 census. We immediately noticed the cooler temperature, of course, and

adjusted instantly just like the good old Canadians that we are.
During the day, the temperatures in July are around mid 20C
and then down to 15C during the night. (77F  59F). This felt
very cool to us, having just left indexed temperatures of up to

40C+, with humidity.

The hotel also offers breakfasts in a central courtyard, com-
pletely open to the sky, but tables are under cover on the pe-

rimeter if there should be some rain. It was just a truly lovely,
green oasis with potted plants and plenty of ambiance. We en-

joyed our meals and coffee there before starting out to explore

the area each day.
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We walked the town square and dipped in and out of the little

2y8 2F Ylye NizeO t23 OloAya

o . o shops for a while enjoying the colonial architecture and ever -
Atop the mountainside, the local flora includes cacti, pine, oak,

, e . . resent, towering cathedral. While doing so, we came upon a
cedar and fir trees. The wildlife includes deer, rabbits, squirrels, P g g P

armadillos, snakes and a small wildcat known as the oncilla. small tour operation and found out some information about

There are even a few elusive pumas. (I prefer them elusive.) the area.
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There are two main attractions to visit
drotas (the big rocks) and a hiking tour into El Salto del Nogal,

a spectacular waterfall set in a canyon. As we were not really
prepared for hiking, given footwear and such, we opted for a

short drive to Las Piedrotas. We were only staying for two
nights and had to make a choice. (I might add here that we

were very comfortable in jeans and running shoes with light,

long-sleeved, cotton sweaters. Many of the population were
wearing boots and jackets.

OAS o RS
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Las Piedrotas is a gigantic rock formation in the Valley of the
Enigmas about 4KM out of Tapalpa. No one knows how these
colossal rocks (several of which are bigger than houses) came
to be in the middle of a vast green pasture, complete with
grazing cattle. The area is aptly named the Valley of the Enig-

mas.

When you first arrive at this area, you feel a little under-
whelmed as the rocks and scenery look completely out of scale
given the expansiveness of the entire scene. Then you begin to
see the people walking the paths and horseback riding and
your perspective is changed completely by the comparisons.

Some of these stones/rocks are five stories high.

There is plenty of parking beside the road, and a gate to enter,
where you will find snacks and small food kiosks. Much to my
surprise, they even had a zip line in operation between the two
largest rocks where people where enjoying a big thrill after
climbing their way up to the platform. You could also rent

horses for riding the paths and around the rocks and pastures.
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a | Tapalps wWas orfginally pattdbf an iMdigénbus @@nfunity of sev-
eral small nearby towns and ruled by King Cuantoma. In 1523,
a group of Spaniards, led by Captain Alonso De Avalon Saa-
vedra, arrived and the colonization and catechizing of the Indi-

ans commenced.

Tapalpa itself did not become established as a town until 1869
and officially, until 1878.

The first paper factory in Latin America was opened in Tapalpa
in 1840. [4] The factory shut down and was abandoned in 1923
due to the Mexican Revolution. [5] Today, its abandoned ruins

have become a tourist attraction.

WeSd be happy

exploration

return to
t his

mention how reasonable the restaurant and shop pricing is in

t o Tapal pa

of l ovely area. |
this town. As a tourist destination, a person often anticipates
elevated pricing but that was not the case here and a very
pl easant surprise. I know we haven
happy to pick up where we left off and enjoy this breathtaking

area again.
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