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Given the fact that řhigh seasonŚ living in Manzanillo is incredi-

bly busy; I use the term řquieterŚ living a bit lightly. The winter 

months can be socially hectic and a hell of a lot of fun! When 

the snowbirds have arrived you donŚt have to work too hard at 

finding activities to stay occupied with. The restaurants and 

clubs offer venues for entertainment and dancing and there are 

numerous organized events such as weekly beach bocce 

games, card games, yoga classes, painting classes and always 

the cinemas to watch for. There are also organized poker 

nights and ladiesŚ night gatherings. Many of us are taking lan-

guage classes in Español and doing our best to get better at 

communicating with our fabulous Mexican neighbours.  

 

I think this is a good time to share my most recent realization. I 

finally understand what řcultural silosŚ are about. In Canada and 

the USA it is not unusual to find many cultural řbarriosŚ or 

neighborhoods; from řChina TownŚ to řlittle ltalyŚ to areas of 

East Indian decent or Pakistanis or French, or Vietnamese or 

African and so forth. The simple fact is that there is an instinct 

to find comfort and familiarity with people who share your life-

long influences of language and customs. It seems to be the 

first thing that happens when you arrive in a new place. There 

is usually a social network that forms (or exists) and invites you 

to join in. ItŚs irresistible really, since at first you are truly feel-

ing like a fish out of water.  

This social support is invaluable during the period of adjust-

ment when you begin to navigate a new culture, itŚs customs, 

language and everything from shopping for food to just driving 

a car. You also need to stabilize the usual need for finding a 

doctor, a dentist, a good hair dresser and so on. That being 

said of course, there comes a time when we need to branch 

out from that cultural comfort zone and learn about our new 

environment; tackle the language and get to enjoy so many 

fabulous Mexicanos. Then we can also begin to explore the vast 

history and amazing areas of this country and itŚs ancient civili-

zations.  

 

So when the řsnowbirdsŚ begin the mass migration north for 

the summer months; the farewell parties have taken place and 

most of the řwinterŚ family and visitors have come and gone; 

the pace for those of us staying behind ambles down to a 

pleasant scattering of dates and we begin to expand our hori-

zons. At least thatŚs what we do.  

 

There are numerous short destinations one can enjoy from 

Manzanillo that can have you trekking farther afield and explor-

ing even more of this fascinating country. Day trips to Colima 

city, Barra De Navidad, Melaque, Cuyutlán (turtle sanctuary and 

Mangrove tours), el Salto falls are just a few of the places one 

can take off to or even spend a weekend or a few days explor-

ing. Of course these locations offer interesting architecture, 

sites and museums. 

Once you begin to explore these areas, you become smitten by 

the travel bug. You just want to see more. Since our annual 

condo meetings are held in Guadalajara, weŚve begun to find 

wonderful spots along the way. Outside the city of Guadalajara 

there is a very large expat community called Lake Chapala and 

Ajijic which make short trips a true pleasure. They are a nice 

getaway for a few days and something new to see and enjoy. 

Also, during the hot season, these are ideal places to take a 

break from routine since the elevations of the Sierra Madre 

Mountains at these locations are cooler and less humid.  

 

We have stayed a few days in the small city of Sayula where we 

enjoyed a lovely town square, toured a tequila factory, a candy 

factory and the famous Ojeda knife makers, where we couldnŚt 

 

COLOURS OF MEXICO 
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A Quieter Side of Living in Manzanillo  

by Suzanne A. Marshall 

¢Ǌȅ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ȅƻƎŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ 

[Ŝǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ŦǊƻƳ aŀƴȊŀƴƛƭƭƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴǎ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊŀ 5Ŝ bŀǾƛŘŀŘ  
ŀƴŘ aŜƭŀǉǳŜ ƻũŜǊ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎΣ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎΣ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΣ ōƻŀǝƴƎ  

ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƛǘŜǎ  
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resist some of their fine wares, returning with amazing stainless

-steel chefsŚ knives that we are really enjoying in our kitchen. 

We still have plans to take a jaunt not far from there to a 

mountain village called Tapalpa, which has been described to 

us as similar to a Swiss village. That description certainly piqued 

our interest. That should make a nice cool destination during 

our hot season.  

 

We have also been informed that September is a nice time to 

spend a few weeks in Mexico City where the cultural history is 

so vast one may have to return later for more. We particularly 

look forward to Chapultepec Park, far larger than New YorkŚs 

Central Park and filled with museums and a huge variety of fas-

cinating sites. We also plan to tour to Teotihuacan to see the 

Pyramid of the Sun and the Avenue of the Dead (a vast street 

of pyramids).  

 

Since IŚve only grazed the surface of the many significant sites 

to enjoy in Mexico, you can understand why we never fear 

boredom. We simply keep exploring the many destinations that 

we are aware of and make plans to slowly enjoy each and eve-

ry one of them. We shouldnŚt forget as well, that if you donŚt 

have a car, Mexico has one of the best bus systems IŚve ever 

experienced. There are also local airline services that can get 

you to your location faster, so you can take in more sites with 

your allotted time away.  
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ȢȢȢ! 1ÕÉÅÔÅÒ 3ÉÄÅ ÏÆ ,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ -ÁÎÚÁÎÉÌÌÏ 

¢ƘŜ ǾƻƭŎŀƴƛŎ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ /ǳȅǳǘƭłƴ ŀǧǊŀŎǘ  
ōŜŀŎƘƎƻŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊŦŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŦŀǊ  

é more pics follow 

! ŎǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ōƭŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǎ  
ƻǳǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻǳǊ ōƻŀǘ ƳƻǘƻǊǎ ōȅ  
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hƴ ǎƻƳŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜŘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ  
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘǳǊǘƭŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƘǊƛƭƭΗ  

9ƭ {ŀƭǘƻ ²ŀǘŜǊŦŀƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŘŀȅǘǊƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ aŀƴȊŀƴƛƭƭƻ  

5ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ /ǳȅǳǘƭłƴΣ ŀ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƳŀƴƎǊƻǾŜ  
ǘƻǳǊ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ  
Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎǇƻǧŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜǎΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ Ŧƻǿƭ ŀƴŘ  

ƘǳƳǳƴƎƻǳǎ ǘŜǊƳƛǘŜ ƴŜǎǘǎ  

[ŀƪŜ /ƘŀǇŀƭŀ ƛǎ ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭΣ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŜȄǇŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ƨǳǎǘ  
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ DǳŀŘŀƭŀƧŀǊŀ ŎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ Řƻ Φ 
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! ōƻǳƭŜǾŀǊŘ ƛƴ [ŀƪŜ /ƘŀǇŀƭŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ƭŀƪŜǎƛŘŜ ƳŀƭŜŎƽƴΦ 

!ƧƛƧƛŎ Ƙŀǎ ǉǳŀƛƴǘ ŎƻōōƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀǊŜ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƻǊǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ !ƧƛƧƛŎ ƭƛŜǎ ōŜǎƛŘŜ [ŀƪŜ /ƘŀǇŀƭŀΣ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ  
DǳŀŘŀƭŀƧŀǊŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ о ѹ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ aŀƴȊŀƴƛƭƭƻΦ  
¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƊŜƴ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜƴŘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǎǘǎ  

ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎǳƛǎƛƴŜΦ 


















































































