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 Waves 

by Terry Sovil  

 

WeŚve had a lot of big waves this summer. ItŚs made diving dif-

ficult! I started to wonder where they came from. Could it be all 

of the storms and hurricanes? At one point we had 5 

ŗdisturbancesŘ lined up like a parade. None came close to 

shore. I wondered if these winds could generate waves. I hoped 

to find a simple table: this size hurricane goes by this far out to 

sea how big would the waves get and how far would they 

travel? I found out it isnŚt as simple as that. 

 

I had to start with the basics. HereŚs a good analogy. A small 

quiet pond with no wind. You throw a small pebble into the 

water. It sends out ripples which move in all directions from the 

point the pebble landed. The ripples travel until they contact 

land. Four things happen:  

 

1. Each ripple has a measurable size or height  

2. It travels toward shore with a measurable speed  

3. It covers a measurable distance that spans from the point of 

origin (pebble hits water) until it reaches land  

4. Once ripples form, wind can push against the surface, and 

the waves grow faster  

 

Once the pond is calm, throw in a bigger rock. You get bigger 

ripples with a larger height, moving faster. If you toss in an 

even bigger rock, bigger and faster waves. Now you know the 

basics of waves! So if our pond is the ocean and our pebble or 

rock is a storm, the same concepts apply but on a much bigger 

scale. Our pond is now 3,000 or more miles (4,828 kilometers) 

and the rock is 500 miles (804 kilometers) wide.  

 

A storm makes waves just like the rock. It uses mass to move 

and displace water. Most waves are wind driven. Waves are 

created by energy passing through the water. Wind -driven 

waves, or surface waves , are from the friction between the 

wind and surface water. This causes it to move with a circular 

motion.  

 

Molecules of air in the wind rub against the surface of the wa-

ter. This causes water molecules on the surface to move in the 

direction of the wind. As water molecules start to move, they 

collide with others and they begin to move. As the air contin-

ues to move, so does the water. Basic friction. Waves are trans-

mitting energy, not water.  

 

Waves can also be created by the gravitational pull of the 

moon and sun. These are tides. Tides impact the water depth 

and will cause water movement or tidal waves . The flow of 

waves and tides are what makes our ocean move. It is a com-

mon misconception that a tidal wave is also a tsunami. The 

cause of tsunamis are not related to tides at all but can occur 

in any tidal state.  

 

 

MIGHTY NATURE 
September 2017  
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With a hurricane, the strong winds can cause a storm surge , a 

series of long waves created out at sea, far from shore, and in 

deep water, so they intensify as they move closer to land. A 

hurricane forms and the water looks like that in a washing ma-

chine, all waves and heights are mixed together. But as the 

waves travel, they tend to separate and stabilize as they move 

away from the generation area. This is called dispersion and, 

over a distance, they stabilize into the normal waves we see 

coming into shore.  

 

Three factors influence the level of energy in swells: Wind ve-

locity , wind area (fetch) , and duration . In a different descrip-

tion: the speed of the wind, the amount of ocean surface af-

fected by the blowing wind in the same direction (fetch) and 

the amount of time these winds blow over the same part of the 

ocean. Winds blowing at maximum velocity over thousands of 

miles in the same direction for days on end would create big 

waves. But our atmosphere is dynamic and rarely do such con-

ditions last for very long.  

 

During a typical storm, we may see winds of 45 -55 knots (83 to 

102 km/h) blowing over 600 -1,000 (1,111-1,852 km) nautical 

miles for 36 hours. Seas would reach an average of 30 -35 feet 

(9-10m) towards the center of the fetch area and produce a 

swell of 17 -20 seconds. As the storm dies down, say the wind 

falls from 50 knots (93 km) to 40 knots (74 km), the newer, 

smaller wave creates swells of lesser energy. The result is 

smaller swells in the 11 -13 second range and these arrive long 

after the more energetic ones have hit and died. Such swells 

are known as ground swells .  

 

Ground swells from winter storms off New Zealand may 

travel over 6,000 nautical miles (11,112 km) to reach the 

beaches of Southern California!  

 

I never really found my simple table, however this answered my 

original question: ŗWaves without an obstruction can travel 

across an entire ocean !Ř 

 

MIGHTY NATURE 
September 2017  

...Waves 

you can reach Terry Sovil at terry@manzanillosun.com  

mailto:terry@manzanillosun.com
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Dwarf Papyrus  Cyperus isocladus  

Family: Cyperaceae  

 

Also known as: Miniature Flatsedge, Dwarf Egyptian Pa-

pyrus, Cyperus papyrus Nanus, Cyperus haspan, Cyperus 

aequalis or Cyperus papyroides  

 

(Like so many things in life today, every day, change seems the 

absolute constant. Hence, names of plants - be they common 

or Latin - are often subject to new data, more recently com-

pleted research or, sometimes I suspect, the simple whims of 

botanists. Such is the case here. No few ŗauthoritiesŘ contend 

that this plant is but a sub -species, variant or cultivar of the Cy-

perus paprus. But, according to the Royal Horticultural Society, 

this is a Cyperus isocladus. In at least this case, I go with the 

Brits!) 

 

The two best -known plants of the over 600 herbaceous sedge 

species in the Cyperus genus are the Cyperus paprus and the 

Cyperus involucratus or C. alternifolius . Well, (enter stage left ) 

allow me to introduce a new character in our aquatic loving 

family - the Dwarf Papyrus. Upright, arching and just as cute as 

the proverbial button, this small, mesic (appropriately meaning 

ŗadapted to a moderately moist habitatŘ) plant does, indeed, 

look like a miniature version of its large cousin of ŗsource of 

paperŘ and MosesŚ river basket renown.  

 

Any of these - as stated by Riffle, ŗare valuable additions to 

[oneŚs] water and bog repertoireŘ. 

 

The Dwarf Papyrus naturally occurs along the east coast of Af-

rica, from Kenya south through the northern areas of Eastern 

Cape, as well as on Madagascar and the three Mascarene Is-

lands in the Indian Ocean, between Madagascar and India and 

above Australia. 

 

Like its kin - the fast spreading, ŗbold, noble and exotic Ř Giant 

Papyrus, Egyptian Paper Reed or Egyptian Papyrus - the soil in 

which the Dwarf Papyrus grows must remain constantly wet. All 

the earlier -mentioned varieties can thrive well in water as shal-

low as a few inches. So, if you have any of them, just keep their 

surrounding soil or rhizomatous root mass wet. They are com-

fortable in a pot, along the edge of a pond, or even in a pond 

itself. But, while itŚs imperative to keep their feet wet, their 

crown should never be covered in water.  

 

With further regards to those papyrus homesteading locales, if 

placed into a pot, you might wish to plug the hole(s) in the 

bottom to effectively maintain the necessary wetness within.  

As a full -sun loving, grass-like plant, you should remove its foli-

age once it browns. Keep in mind that evergreen grasses don't 

go dormant. So, if planted in environs where the temperature 

drops below freezing, donŚt expect it to be around for growth 

in the springtime. However, down here where winter temps sel-

dom drop below 65Á F (18.33Á C) itŚs considered a perennial.  

 

By way of description, it has fine -textured, threadlike, terminal 

bracts and glossy, green umbels (an inflorescence which con-

sists of a number of short flower stalks, which, in turn, are 

called pedicels) that grow to two to three inches (5.08 - 7.62 

cm) in diameter. A simplistic description I heard, and found 

quite apt, is that the Dwarf Papyrus has a " buzz cut " instead of 

the longer, flowing " lionŚs tail" of it larger relations.  

 

The inflorescences are intermingled with, and surrounded by 

long, linear, leaf -like bracts atop leafless stems with sheathing 

leaves only at their base. The flowers of the Cyperus isocladus 

are borne in brown spikes. It grows to a height of a foot to a 

foot and a half (30.48 - 5.72 cm). Its delicate evergreen appear-

ance stems (forgive the pun) from slender stalks and flower 

spikes that create an umbrella -like appearance. 

 

Remember the negative implications of the old adage about a 

ŗfamily divided ?Ř Such applies to the Cyperus isocladus. Accord-

ingly, know that separating clumps in order to propagate them 

will wound the base plant.  

 

NATUREŝS WONDERS 
September 2017  

by Tommy Clarkson  

It has fine-textured, threadlike, terminal bracts and glossy, green 
umbels  that grow to two to three inches in diameter.  
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Should propagation be your plan, there are several courses of 

action: By dividing rhizomes, tubers, corms or bulbs (but re-

member my counsel, above, regarding this method), from seed, 

or simply self -sows, which it does rather freely. This happens in 

that it is viviparous (a plant that produces seeds that germinate 

before they detach from the parent).  

 

Another plus for this little guy is that the Dwarf Papyrus is, vir-

tually, pest and disease free.  

 

In encapsulating conclusion, as a growing plant, this is great in 

or near small pools, ponds, botanically landscaped bogs, pots 

or tubs. It can also be a wonderful choice for inclusion in fresh 

or dried flower arrangements.  

 

So, you see, thereŚs nothing really small about this dwarf! 

Get your copy of The Civilized Jungle: Tropical Plants Facts and 
Fun From Ola Brisa Gardens (Volume 1) Paperback ï  

December 2, 2016 on Amazon! 

...Dwarf Papyrus  

For back issues of "Roots", gardening tips, tropical plant book reviews and videos 

of numerous, highly unique eco/adventure/nature tours, as well as memorable 

"Ultimate Experiences" such as Tropical Garden Brunches  

 

Visit us at... www.olabrisagardens.com  

you can reach Tommy Clarkson at tommy@manzanillosun.com  

They appear almost like an all green sky fireworks display!  

As Robert Lee Riffle says, these "are valuable additions to [one's] water and bog repertoire"  

https://www.facebook.com/olabrisagardens/
https://www.amazon.com/Civilized-Jungle-Tropical-Plants-Gardens/dp/0692810188/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1488228006&sr=8-1&keywords=civilized+jungle
http://www.olabrisagardens.com
mailto:tommy@manzanillosun.com?subject=contact%20from%20Manzanillo%20Sun%20magazine
mailto:kirby@manzanillosun.com?subject=contact%20from%20Manzanillo%20Sun%20magazine
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 Planning: Is a Living Trust Right for You?  

by Yann Kostic and Tom Zachystal  

 

Some companies use fear -mongering tactics to sell living trusts 

to people who simply do not need them. So how do you know 

if you are really a good candidate for a living trust?  

 

The primary advantage of a living trust - which is a legal entity 

that holds legal title to certain of your assets - is that assets in 

the trust do not go through probate, the lengthy and often -

expensive court -supervised process of distributing your prop-

erty to your heirs upon your death.  

 

But you may not need the probate benefits, because there are 

a number of other ways to avoid probate, such as making gifts 

before death and adding a payable -on-death designation to an 

account. Plus, living trusts can be time -consuming and costly to 

set up and involve ongoing maintenance.  

 

So, what should you think about when considering if you need 

a living trust? Age, wealth and marital status are three things to 

consider. 

 

Living trusts often do not make sense for middle -aged people 

in good health, because people at this stage in life do not need 

to worry about probate for many years. The less wealthy you 

are, the less sense a living trust makes, because if you do not 

have significant assets you will not save much by avoiding pro-

bate. Finally, if you are married, and you and your spouse plan 

to leave your property to one another, probate will not be nec-

essary for those assets. 

 

A living trust may be helpful if you have children or grandchil-

dren with special needs, if you own your own business or if you 

own real estate in more than one state or country (regardless 

of your age). You also would want to consider a Living Trust (or 

even another type of Trust), if you were to leave some of your 

estate to charities or non -profit organizations. It is important to 

remember that a US trust might not necessarily be recognized 

in Mexico and so it might also be necessary to have a Mexican 

will for any Mexican assets.  

 

In conclusion, do not trust any one -size-fits-all estate-planning 

product: If you want to know if a living trust is for you, it is 

best to consult a qualified Financial Advisor or a Certified Fi-

nancial Planner, known as CFP. 

 

The legal and tax information contained in this article is merely 

a summary of our understanding and interpretation of some 

current provisions of tax law and is not exhaustive. Consult 

your legal or tax counsel for advice and information concerning 

your particular circumstances. Neither we, nor our representa-

tives may give legal or tax advice.  

 

Note: This material has been prepared for informational pur-

poses only, and is not intended to provide financial advice for 

your particular situation.  

 
Yann Kostic, MBA and Tom Zachystal, CFP, are Presidents of their respective Assets 
Management firms, both US-Registered Investment Advisors (RIA). Tom is the San 
CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ tƭŀƴƴŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ ¢ƻƳ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀƴƴ ŎŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ ¦{ ŜȄπ
pats in Mexico and worldwide. Comments, questions or to request his newsletter, 
άbŜǿǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜέ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ yannk@atlantisgrp.com, in the US at (321) 574-
1521 or in Mexico, (376) 106-1613. 
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mailto:yannk@atlantisgrp.com


 

  7 Bn`rs`k Ldwhbnŝr Khedrsxkd dL`f`yhmd manzanillosun.com 

 

Xanadu Xanadu philodendron  

Family: Araceae  

 

Also known as: Philodendron Xanadu, Philodendron 

'Winterbourn', Philodendron 'Aussie' or Philodendron 

Xanadue  

 

ItŚs trivia time!  However, this may require us to turn the clock 

back a ways!  Here goes:  Beyond the 2007 musical by that 

name, where and what was Xanadu?   

 

Firstly, Xanadu (also known as Shangdu) was the capital of the 

Chinese Yuan dynasty. Created by Kublai Khan, Genghis KhanŚs 

grandson, it was founded in 1271 and ruled by him until his 

death in 1294. Secondly, it was also the massive, fictional estate 

of Charles Foster Kane, the title character of the 1941 film ŕ 

somewhat controversial at the time - classic, Citizen Kane, writ-

ten, directed and starring Orson Welles. And lastly, it was the 

subject of a poem by Samuel Taylor Coleridge that starts: ŗIn 

Xanadu did Kubla Khan, - A stately pleasure -dome decree: - 

Where Alph, the sacred river, - ran Through caverns - measure-

less to man - Down to a sunless sea.Ř (Miss Marcena Pettijohn, 

my wonderfully professional high school English teacher, would 

be so proud that I remembered this )  

 

Who says one canŚt attain a bit of couth, class, culture and lit-

erary decorum while studying tropical plants?  

 

But for our immediate, horticultural purposes, Xanadu is a dra-

matically attractive, evergreen, low shrub that can spread to ten 

feet by ten feet (3.05 meters) and grow to around two feet, six 

inches (72.20 cm) high ŕ and, if the conditions are right, all of 

the proper stars aligned and correct attention given, even lar-

ger in size! China and Hollywood notwithstanding, it is believed 

to have originated in southeastern Brazil.  

 

However, that said, Kirsten Albrecht Llamas, in her book Tropi-

cal Flowering Plants identified this plant as a ŗSwiss Cheese 

Plant (or) Taro-Vine Monstera adansonii , in the Monstera  ge-

nus, and said that it comes from the range between Central 

America and Brazil! But, further digging unearthed that several 

botanical authorities are in total disagreement as to whether or 

not this is a hybrid of the P. selloum, or a separate and individ-

ual species all unto itself. I agree with the latter and, accord-

ingly, choose to proceed with such contention! Is it any wonder 

why I so often babble incoherently to myself?  

 

It is one of around five hundred tropical American herb, shrub 

and climbing species that ŕ as a result of their poisonous sap - 

can be lethal to small children or pets if ingested. Its name, 

Philodendron , speaks to much of its nature, in that this word 

stems from the Greek one for ŗtree lovingŘ. 

 

NATUREŝS WONDERS 
September 2017  

by Tommy Clarkson  

Xanadu is a wonderful plant used in a mass planting  
providing a mid-height groundcover.  
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Unlike many Philodendrons, the Xanadu is an upright plant, not 

a climber or vine. Like them, however, the individual leaves of 

the Xanadu philodendron are a delight. These, of this exotic 

looking plant, can be as large as 16 -18 inches (40.64-45.72 cm) 

long and 7 -14 inches (17.78-35.56 cm) wide.  

 

Shy and retiring - like me (I heard that snort of derision ) - sel-

dom seen are its flowers featuring dark red spathes. It also has 

significantly less aerial roots, like those seen trailing to the 

ground from its kin, the larger Philodendron bipinnatifidum . 

The Xanadu Philodendron needs more light than most other 

philodendrons so that it can properly maintain its compact ap-

pearance.  

 

Hence, the challenge is to find just the right amount of partial 

shade and indirect sunlight. Too much of old SolŚs direct rays 

will cause the leaves to become pale and bleached in appear-

ance. On the other hand, the plant will spend its time and en-

ergy reaching for sunlight if in too shady of environs. Once 

youŚve found the perfect growing locale, feed your Xanadu 

monthly to keep it a deep green color.  

 

Apply fertilizer in the spring and fall, every other week during 

the hottest season and, if youŚve chilliness during the winter, 

none at all then.  

 

At the basest of levels, as a tropical species, it needs warmth 

and humidity to survive. It might attract aphids and mealy 

bugs, but is not known to be invasive. If growing indoors, keep 

your Xanadu near natural light and take it outside to rinse it off 

weekly. As it grows, and should you so wish, you may propa-

gate it by plant division.  

Xanadu is wonderful plant used in a mass planting providing a 

mid-height groundcover. It also makes a super foundation 

planting, a spreading climber or, as noted previously, growing 

in a container ŕ inside or out of doors. ItŚs sure to generate 

comments and ŕ armed with the trivia, minutia and the facts 

above ŕ just imagine how you can wow your guests!  

 

NATUREŝS WONDERS 
September 2017  

...Xanadu  

For back issues of "Roots", gardening tips, tropical plant book reviews and videos 

of numerous, highly unique eco/adventure/nature tours, as well as memorable 

"Ultimate Experiences" such as Tropical Garden Brunches  

 

Visit us at... www.olabrisagardens.com  

you can reach Tommy Clarkson at tommy@manzanillosun.com  

Xanadu is a dramatically attractive, evergreen, low shrub  
that can spread to ten feet by ten feet (3.05 meters). 

The individual leaves of the leaves of the Xanadu philodendron are,  
in themselves, a delight to behold.  

https://www.facebook.com/olabrisagardens/
http://www.olabrisagardens.com
mailto:tommy@manzanillosun.com?subject=contact%20from%20Manzanillo%20Sun%20magazine
mailto:kirby@manzanillosun.com?subject=contact%20from%20Manzanillo%20Sun%20magazine
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Marrying a Mexican - Fun and Paperwork 

by Ken Waldie  

 

We did it! Not only did we get hitched, but we also got an 

education in Mexican paperwork. ItŚs well known that you can-

not just make one trip to get any paperwork accomplished. It 

usually takes 2 or 3. For us, it was more like 6 stops at gov-

ernment offices.  

 

While the requirements (and experience) will vary from state 

to state, this is our story about what we needed to do in or-

der to meet the legal requirements. My understanding is that 

it is similar for foreigners marrying one another in Mexico. For 

Mexicans marrying one another, itŚs a little easier and fewer 

steps are called for.  

 

To marry a Mexican (as I did), a foreigner must have permis-

sion at the state level. Years ago, a permit from the Interior 

Ministry (Secretaría de Gobernación) was required. Now it is a 

letter from the state civil registry (vital statistics office) that is 

needed. 

 

Requirements, as provided by the Manzanillo civil registry of-

fice (9 am ŕ 2 pm, tel. 314 137 2248), inside the main city hall 

in Manzanillo Centro (most documents need to be in original 

and itŚs wise to have three copies on hand with the originals 

first and copies immediately behind each original):  

 

- Application form (specifying your choice of marital regimen 

or union, among other items - more on that later)  

- Medical certificate (blood tests and a medical letter for 

each applicant - most local clinics do this)  

- Proof of premarital talks (no more than 30 days ahead of 

the wedding, signoff from an office in Colima City), ours 

was exempted for some unknown reason but the location 

for this is: Alfonso Sierra 369, tel. 312 330 3014, no cost, 9 

am ŕ 2 pm  

- Authorization from the state civil registry in Colima City (a 

letter): $650, Gabino Barreda 261, tel. 312 313 7730, 9 am ŕ 

2 pm  

- From the foreign applicant: legalized or apostilled birth 

certificate and a letter of single status from your state or 

province or a notarized copy of a divorce certificate, also 

legalized or apostilled, both documents duly translated by 

an official translator of the state such as Luis Medina 

luis@saymetra.com (Manzanillo will also accept translations 

from CENBI ŕ apostille or legalization is done at your local 

consulate back home) .  

- For the Mexican applicant: birth certificate or naturalization 

letter  

- Official ID from both applicants (passport, voterŚs card in 

Mexico, etc.) and the foreignerŚs tourist card or visa 

- Two witnesses each (full name, address, age, occupation, 

relationship to applicant)  

 

Note: all amounts mentioned in this article are in pesos mexi-

canos (MXN) 

 

On the application itself, you are asked to provide details of 

yourself, former spouse (if applicable) and your parents includ-

ing the name (at birth) address, nationality, occupation, birth 

date or age of each and related details. This is provided 

mainly on the application form but can be asked for on other 

documents as well.  

 

The other decision that needs to be made and presented to 

the judge (justice of the peace) at the civil registry is whether 

the marriage will take place in the judgeŚs chambers (small 

office, mainly meant for applicants and witnesses only) or else-

where around town. The cost of the wedding ceremony and 

paperwork is $775 and an additional $2,000 if held off -site 

(the latter payable at the wedding ceremony).  

 

So...after all paperwork is gathered and you are ready to pre-

sent it (likely two weeks or more before the intended date), 

you take all to the Manzanillo civil registry office, present it to 

the judge for revision and obtain a letter to take to the 

Colima office. Most likely the Manzanillo office paperwork will 

take a few trips as youŚll probably be missing something. As 

with any Mexican paperwork, make sure that every piece of 

paper you receive and present is correct (names, birthdates, 

not using your middle name as your first last name, etc.) and 

donŚt accept it if it is incorrect. Politely ask for a correction. 

 

After you have your letter from the Manzanillo office, youŚre 

ready to go to Colima with your mountain of paperwork and 

copies. Go to the marriage talks in Colima for your stamp be-

fore proceeding to the civil registry office where you will pre-

sent all your papers. The clerk in the Colima office will need to 

see originals and will also keep a copy of each document. 

There is a copy place across the street from most offices in 

case you need it but itŚs best to be fully prepared. Copies can 

be in black and white.  

 

Once you have had all paperwork accepted, the clerk will ask 

you to wait and will prepare a letter. You will need this letter 

to return to Manzanillo. Generally, the judge in Manzanillo will 

mailto:luis@saymetra.com
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ask you to send him this letter, perhaps by Whatsapp, to ver-

ify that all is correct before leaving the Colima office. Ours was 

not (it was addressed to the office in Villa de Alvarez instead 

of to the Manzanillo office) and we had to return to Colima to 

have it corrected.  

 

As you can see, this takes several days and trips so patience is 

a must. You can now return to Manzanillo with all the docu-

ments and the letter from Colima and present them for final 

inspection to the Manzanillo judge and pay your tax (the 

$775). If you will want certified copies of your marriage license 

on the day of the wedding, now would be a good time to re-

quest them ($75 each). You will need a certified copy (or more 

than one) in the future and, in particular, to get the apostille 

or legalization that youŚll need for legal effect in your home 

country. 

 

The day before the wedding, the judgeŚs clerk will do up the 

wedding certificate and documents. You will want to go and 

view them in person to ensure everything is correct. Ask when 

they will be prepared and then take all your documents again 

to verify this in their system. Go as early as possible. Ours 

contained more than 30 errors at first sight. It is important 

that this be done correctly as it would be nearly impossible to 

change it later. Once all is completed, you are set to go. If you 

are getting married off -site, then youŚll have to provide the 

judge with the time and location of your ceremony. Expect 

him to be punctual or arrive early.  

 

Taking a few steps back in the paperwork process, one of the 

very important things youŚll need to decide for your applica-

tion form is the marital union or regimen (regimen de matri-

monio). This is a legal decision. YouŚll be asked to choose be-

tween a sociedad conyugal (collective goods) and bienes 

separados (separate goods). These terms are used differently 

in different states in Mexico. The sociedad conyugal is some-

times referred to as bienes mancomunados. This is, again, a 

critical legal decision and the main reason for which we chose 

to formalize our marriage in Mexico. If you select the collec-

tive goods regimen, that means that all debts and assets are 

joint or are community property.  

 

The joint property union is better to protect a stay -at-home 

spouse or when the assets and income are quite uneven. The 

separate property union protects the parties from liability for 

debt or suit and also from the need to declare income to one 

another. In the case of a Mexican with a foreigner, in particu-

lar for those located within 50 km from the coastline, it means 

that one spouse can own property without needing a trust 

(because a foreigner canŚt own property in the zone). There 

are many articles to better explain the difference online and 

you should seek legal advice before making such a decision to 

ensure you select the correct option for your family.  

 

So...on to the big day! On the wedding day (ours was held off

-site), the judge will arrive with yet more paperwork (vows, pa-

perwork for the couple and witnesses to sign and more) and 

will ask to see the ID of each witness to ensure all info is cor-

rect (best to have a copy of said ID and official address when 

the paperwork is being drawn up in the first place - name, ad-

dress, date of birth). The judge wonŚt likely ask for more pa-

perwork from the bride and groom as it has all been cleared 

already. The judge will read the marriage act (foreigners will 

need an interpreter for this, either someone they know or the 

civil registry can provide one at a cost) and will ask each party 

if he/she accepts the marriage contract. The marriage contract 

is a one-page document that will be provided to the couple 

upon completion of the ceremony.  

 

Once the marriage act has been read, if the couple will ex-

change rings (best to let the judge know in advance), the 

judge will ask each of the parties to repeat after him, making 

a vow and placing the ring on the other personŚs finger. If you 

wish to use some vows you have written, including in English, 

that would be the time to exchange your own vows, most 

likely in addition to the marriage act or pre -prepared vows. 

 

The judge will make a brief declaration then will ask the bride 

and groom, witnesses and parents (if present) to sign the pa-

perwork (many copies and documents) and provide finger-

prints (bride and groom). And thatŚs it, almost. 

 

For legal effect of your new marriage certificates in other 

countries, itŚs best to have the document legalized or apos-

tilled (depending on where it will be used) then translated. 

You take the certified copy to the Palacio de Gobierno, second 

floor (tel. 312 314 4046, 9 am ŕ 2 pm) and drop off your docu-

ment, then take a slip of paper they will give you down the 

road to another office and pay for the apostille or legalization 

($136) then return for your document a while later. Once you 

have your legalized or apostilled document in hand, you can 

have it translated by a Mexican translator but most likely your 

local jurisdiction at home will have specifications for this. You 

may need to use a local, certified translator at home.  

 

While marriage certificates are considered legal anywhere, you 

may need to do the extra step to legalize the document for 

various purposes, such as to do a will. As with most paper-

work in Mexico, you can often get someone to do the paper-

work for a fee. This will work for some of the marriage paper-

work but most of it must be done by the couple, or with the 

couple present, to ensure it is the will of both parties and no 

fraud is being committed.  

 

The celebration after the ceremony was a lot more fun. All in 

all, getting married in Manzanillo was worth it!  

...Marrying a Mexican  
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advertisement 

The Ballet Folklórico Los Angelitos dancers are going to Canada!  

 

ManzanilloŚs Ballet Folkl·rico Los Angelitos  

will be in Alberta in September 2017  

"Origins", Mexico As You Never Imagined  

Find them on Facebook and help sponsor the tour at GoFundMe  

 

Performance Dates: 

September 17, 2017  7:00 pm 

 Olds, Alberta, Canada  

Transcanada Theatre   

www.oldskiwanis.org  

 

September 18, 2017  7:00 pm   

Okotoks, Alberta, Canada  

St. Raphael Theatre 

 

September 19, 2017  7:00 pm 

High River, Alberta, Canada   

Highwood Memorial Centre  

 

September 20, 2017  7:00 pm 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada   

Festival Place Theatre Sherwood Park 

$25 Adult $15 Children under 12  

Tickets: Festival Place Box Office 780-449-3378 

Tickets: www.ticketmaster.ca (add service charge) 

 

September 21, 2017 7:00 pm 

Leduc, Alberta, Canada  

 MacLab Theatre 

If you are interested in additional information please contact The Children's Foundation  

And see the Casa Hogar Los Angelitos  sites at Facebook and their web site  

Mexico@tcfcares.org or Nancy@tcfcares.org 






























