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ADVERTISING
Website

WEB AD plus these options to advertise in the e-
magazine...

1/4 page - $3,200 MXN per year (a discount of nearly
48%! ) MOST POPULAR!

1/2 page - $4,300 MXN per year- can be horizontal or
vertical (a discount of 53%! )

Full page - $6,000 MXN per year (a discount of 57%! )

BEST VALUE!

ads@manzanillosun.com

sample ad below
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El Tortugario - Another great Colima day trip
by Suzanne A. Marshall

with photos by Suzanne A. Marshall
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It's family visiting season and we delight in the abundance of
interesting tour options in the Manzanillo area. Today we are
slated to take a 40 minute drive down the coast to Cuyutlan

where we will view the turtle sanctuary and see much more

than we were actually expecting!

Baby turtles in the tank

El Tortugario is situated down a dusty road from the Cuyutlan
beach zone. It is operated as a non -profit eco -conservatory.
Judging by the slightly bumpy and well -used road, they have
had many tour buses from the resorts or travel companies, as

well as carloads of tourists or locals such as us.

Baby croc hides behind the lily

(Continued on page?2)
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COLOURS OF MEXICO

ManzanilloSun

(El Tortugario - Continued from page J

There is ample parking in their lot and, once through the gate,

you are received by a small shop where you pay a nominal en-
trance fee and sanctuary information is available. As you pro-
ceed outside, and follow the walkways, you will find large hold-

ing tanks with various large turtles swimming about. They are
an awesome sight, to be sure!

Heading for the ocean out of pure instinct

The facility also hosts an open shaded shelter where a tour
guide was giving a lecture to a large group of people whom
we presumed had arrived on the bus. There are also large clean
bathroom facilities there, so visitors have no need to worry
about anything and can stay and explore as long as they like.
And explore we did!

Mama turtle arriving to lay her eggs

Our timing was excellent that day as we were told that they
would be releasing a number of baby turtles to the sea and we
were invited to participate. Along with a number of other visi-
tors, we followed our host to a hatching area complete with

various sheds and equipment. It almost looked like a backyard

April 2017

vegetable garden where a section of tilled soil and sand was
laid out in long rows under shelter of basic frames and net-

tings. | presume this was to keep the birds and insects away
from newly hatching baby turtles.

Along each row were pails
turned upside down all along
the rows. Underneath were
the buried turtle eggs that

had been carefully moved
there to protect them and al-

low the staff to assist them
out to sea and hopefully bet-

ter chances of survival. Gener-
ally a mature turtle will lay
approximately 300 eggs of

which 90% will hatch given

natureSs predators and vul -
tures. The incubation period for the eggs is an estimated 8 to

10 weeks.

As we gathered round, a worker presented a pail of beautiful
baby turtle hatchlings. We were allowed to pick them up and
carefully examine them as we held them in the palms of our
hands. Next, we walked a little further out to the beach and
everyone set their baby turtle on the sand and watched as they

instinctively started racing straight ahead for the open sea.

Turtle and her eggs

The event had the qualities of a competitive race as each per-
son cheered their turtlte on and they were all eventually
swooped up by the surf and carried off to sea. We found the

experience very exhilarating and touching since we are aware
that survival for these little guys is not a large percentage. The
survival rate is only 15% and of these just one will reach sexual

maturity in the deep sea.

(Continued on page3)
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(El Tortugario - Continued from page 2)
Next we headed for a trek down a boardwalk through the trees
and headed out to the lagoon area where we hoped to take a
boat ride through the mangroves. On our way, it was delightful
to see the natural setting, mostly untouched by human hands.
We viewed small lizards, birds and even spotted a big, dark

lumpy termite nest up in the crook of a tree limb.

=5 T - S SRR

Boardwalk to the lagoon

At the end of the boardwalk, we were greeted by a sanctuary
guide who helped us into the big, flat -bottomed skiff complete
with some spare sun hats if we needed them. Our skiff held
about 10 people as we slowly left the dock and began our
smooth journey out of the tunnel of trees and into the wide
open lagoon.

Brown pelican in the mangroves

April 2017

The expanse of the lagoon was surprising for me as | had not
realized the size of the area. It was so refreshing to move along
the water with the wafting breezes and the spectacular vista. In
the surrounding shoreline trees, large white egrets and herons
perched while hawks could be seen floating on the air currents

above.

Mangrove lagoon

Though the waters are brackish or a combination of fresh water
and sea water, there were water lilies floating on the surface
and some were displaying their beautiful flowers. As we moved
along, we also spotted fish swimming under the surface of the
water, their scales reflecting from the strong sunlight through
the water. | cannot describe the peace that one feels in such a
place with the sounds and smells of nature all around. It's defi-

nitely an experience to be had.

As we crossed the lagoon, we headed straight for the shoreline
and our guide, who had been busy showing us all the wildlife
we might have missed, announced we were entering the man-

grove channels. And suddenly, we were lost in another world.

As the boat slowed we were completely engulfed in an other-
worldly fantasy. At least if felt that way to me! All along the
channel and above us the gnarled, bleached branches and foli-
age of the mangroves sheltered us from the sunlight while al-

lowing just enough light through to view its hidden secrets.

Sometimes a few of us found ourselves ducking our heads to
avoid the odd drooping branch. As we slowly cruised the chan-
nel, our guide was able to spot numerous animals that were so
well camouflaged we really had to concentrate to find them.
There were small tree snakes, lizards and even a couple of

(Continued on page4)
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(El Tortugario - Continued from page 3)

small crocodiles. If | was excited by this journey, you should
have seen our family who described it as the best vacation day
trip they had ever experienced. It makes you feel good to be
able to show them something new and different and non
existent in Canada.

Eventually, the channel brought us around to an exit back to
the vast lagoon and we found ourselves heading back to the
dock area feeling exhilarated and satisfied by our brand new

experience.

Cuyutlan restaurants

After leaving the sanctuary, we headed back down the dusty
road to the beach area in Cuyutlan just a few minutes away.
Our adventure had given us an appetite and we knew there
were some great little restaurants and beach vendors to ex-
plore. We found ourselves a nice local taco stand and ate with

gusto, so to speak.

Then of course it was souvenir shop time for the girls while the
men rolled their eyes and patiently waited. Cuyutlan is a major
beach area during high holidays for local people from Guadala-
jara as it is a vast expanse of volcanic black sand and, in
springtime, home to the giant green surf known as Ola Verde.
But that's another story.
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Map to Cuyutlan from Manzanillo

Turtle tanks

Volcanic black sand beaches

you can reach Suzanne A. Marshall at suzanne@manzanillosun.com
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our subject plant f including Malaysia, Australia, Africa and

South America.

N

by Tommy Clarkson

Bat Flower , Tecca chantrieri

Family: Dioscoreaceae

Al so known as: Bat Pl ant ,
Bat FI ower , Bat Head Lily, Dev

Beard or Voodoo Flower

This distinctive flowering plant is native to Myanmar (  Burma to
us old-timers) and Thailand ( Siam to the really old -timers). By
way of the simplest description, the Bat Flower blooms on a

stem from the plantSs center |

these have not the appearance-o

petaled posies! Bat? Sorta’' depends upon you angle of view and perspective!
But at least one of my guests thought so

In actuality, dependent upon the stage of flower maturation, The Tecca chantrieri plant, itself, may only grow to between

with its wing -like bracts spread out, they can look like a bat in twenty -four to thirty inches (60.96 -76.20 cm) in size. Its large

full flight or, with bracts unfurled, reminiscent of a bat at rest, ten- to twenty -two inch (25.40-55.88 cm) long, glossy, dark -

hanging upside down! (Pre-description and explanation, | actu- green leaves are basal (this simply means that they originate at

ally had a garden visitor bend down to take a close look, regis- the plantSs base) and |l anceol ate t

ter facial shock, shriek, and jump back with heart racing a mile

a minute!) But those blooms can be as much as a foot (30.48 cm) across
with its long whisker -shaped appendages reaching another

But knowing of, and anticipati ngenty-dight§71.82tchy iackes. Theg b, Sprimartlypduthg r u s h

forward with expectations of a fragrant scent matching its the warmer season after they reach two to three years of age.

unique appearance. The flora f like that of the Star Fish Flower f  These intriguing flowers generally begin after the plant has

emanates a not so pleasant odor, similar in smell to that of rot- produced two to three full -size leaves.

ting meat, which attracts flies and hence helps in the pollina-

tion process. Pretty tricky this flower! The black to purplish -white flowers - for which it was named ¥
have numerous long filamentous bracts . . . this latter word, you

The Bat Flower is one of ten species in the T7eccaceaegenus of

(Continued on page6)
tuberous perennial herbs. They come from Southeast Asia f like
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(Bat Flower i Continued from page 5)
may recall, being a modified leaf affixed below the flower. (The leaves and roots and placed back into their original pot homes.
White Bat Flower [ 7Tacca integrifolia]l has - well, duh - white  Generally pest and disease free, | have read that it can be sub-
"wings.") Both have six -ribbed, berry -shaped fruit which are ap- ject to Black Spot fungal disease.

proximately five -eighths of an inch to one and five -eighth

inches (1.59-4.13 cm) in size.

But it does make a rather startling statement

If you are pot inclined f no, / meant that as to in what you grow
your Bat Flower f they prefer a somewhat wide, shallow pot
with soil as described below or, if you want to get fancy, a mix
] ) And the leaves are rather interesting as well
of approximately 50% pine bark, 40% peat moss, and 10%
sand. The Bat Flower should be only grown outside, in the Yes, these blooms are amazing but they do not make good cut
ground, if one lives in the tropics or sub -tropics f so you can  flowers for interior arrangements as they wither fast and die.

easily guess where ours is permanently located! Similarly, let their old flowers fully die back before removal.

Keep in mind that 7acca chantrieri are evergreen plants, how-

Out of doors, they like good air circulation and roots planted in ever they (/ikke me) have need of a rest period. During their
moist, composty soil that is well -draining in partial shade f but dor mancy, theySI | retain their | ea
protect them from heavy rain. Should you wish to expand your ing.

family of Bat Flowers, you may do so by root division or seeds .

.. the former is usually much easier! Now thatSs all pretty simple, righ

The Bat Flower wants its soil consistently moist. (Inside, simply . .
= Get your copy of The Civilized Jungle: Tropical Plants Facts & =
place a saucer wunderneath.) I f & ougysomlofh®risi Gaféns (vdlufé O Paeibadi t a2 Wa -
ter soluble orchid fertilizer bi -weekly would be appreciated . .. = December 2, 2016 on Amazor! -
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlllllllllllllllllllll:

or employ a slow release fertilizer at intervals as directed on its

For back issues of "Roots", gardening tips, tropical plant book reviews and videos
of numerous, highly unique eco/adventure/nature tours, as well as memorable

be a recurring task when watering f particularly inside. If grown “Ultimate Experiences” such as Tropical Garden Brunches

package. Inasmuch as they prefer a humid climate, misting may

in a pot, move to a larger one when it becomes root -bound. Visit us at..www.olabrisagardens.com
Do so in the spring, following flowering, before new growth
emerges. During this repotting, divisions can be removed to

you can reach Tommy Clarkson at tommy@manzanillosun.com
start new plants while the older rhizomes may be trimmed of
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