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Back to Daily Life in Manzanillo busiest port even more so. |tSs mi
by Suzanne A. Marshall port receiving and coordinating somewhere in the vicinity of
half a million twenty -foot containers per year. Thus the need

Once the festivities of the New Year and Christmas have for smooth handling of the containers in and out of the port
passed; the children return to school; the non -stop partying loading areas is truly apparent. The Puerto de Manzanillo
with families and friends settles down; life begins to normalize serves 15 states within México and 26 shipping lines bound for
again. That is, as normal as one might imagine in beautiful, 74 ports around the world. This season, the port will host an
tropical Manzanillo. In spite of the distractions of the surf and estimated 24 cruise ships | am told. This gives a great boost to
the beaches and those glorious sunsets, there are still the usual the local tourism business.

errands that must be taken care of.

Shipyard in Manzanillo

Container ship, fully loaded Our ventures into the heart of Manzanillo are often for fresh

market shopping, a nice lunch across from the Pez Vela male-

Many volunteers have walked the beaches to clean up the af- con or showing visitors some aspects of daily life in the heart
Pf.ManzaniIIo. %ut this dz?y we are headeq down t(% the_main
I'rewor Ks'. h'ee "construction

termath of the New Year Ss Eve on

the main boulevard has resumed its persistent pace as well as administration building at city hall to pay our annual property

. : taxes. We are expecting serious traffic congestion in the area
the awesome overpasses leading to the El Centro area in P 9 9

downtown Manzanillo where the shipyards are located. Not since, aside from the road construction; taxes are due at this

. . time of year for most local property owners.
having been downtown in a few months really gave us some y property

perspective on our drive there recently.

|
|
-y .
'

ANTIN

:‘M—.‘.__.__‘.—-

Goods from around the world

Because we are now permanent residents here, we have quali-

Container ship leaving Manzanillo

fied for our INAPAM (Instituto Nacional de las Personas Adultas
o ) Mayores) status as senior citizens. This status provides us with a
The progress was very apparent and | am beginning to believe . _
. _ o 50% property tax discount (among other benefits). Colour us
there really will be an end to the construction. The efficiencies

. . . : Continyed 2
expected from these projects wildl make Mexi coSs Iarg(eongmfeongaﬂea

Bn rs k Ldwhbns8r Khedr sxkd d manzhniloguntom d 1
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(Back to Dalily Life in Manzanillo - Continued from page )

ecstatic and more than willing to deal with a wee traffic jam. parking zone and didnSt know it. S
Now the real challenge remains to find a good parking spot to take our leave and let someone else use the space. There

nearby. was the officer busy doing his job, whistle in hand with several

cone markers now in place at the bottom of the street. A few
happy on -lookers helped us back down the hill as the officer

removed the cones and gave us an approving nod.

Blue sailfish at the end of the streeEl Centro

To our amazement, the street immediately east of the building

has a couple of free spaces next ting

because Manzanillo is built on lovely rolling hills and the angle Pez Vela from offshore

of this particular street 1S PpPiivieu at @auuutL =4uU ucy: cco. .« Ss goc

ing to be a little tricky and on the left side of the street, so | It was cause for us to have a good chuckle and admire the

jump out to give my husband some help backing the car into ease with which the situation worked itself out. But of course

the slot. We did it. We were absolutely giddy about our lucky we either had to find other parking or move on to some other

find and proceeded into the building and took care of our location for our meal. We decided to lunch at the local market

business. called FCinco De MayoS and refl ect
dent that could have been quite confusing otherwise. Think

Then, with the main mission taken care of, and having found about it. A policeman sees us leaving, sends a person down the

such wonderful parking, we decided we should head up the street, who finds someone else who speaks English to advise us

street to a nice little restaurant amidst the tourist shops and that we must move our car. Ah yes, life in Manzanillo is so

have brunch. Of f we went anti cicquantandrgallyquite wondérulb ana Tortas$S and

a lovely view of the big blue sailfish while we munched. As we
took a table and sat down to look at the menu we notice a bit
of a hubbub taking place behind us. Soon we are approached

by one of the servers who spoke to us in excellent English.

Apparently, our coveted parking spot is being watched continu-
ously, by a local traffic policeman. This is taking place in order
to assist people like ourselves deal with the traffic congestion.
The policeman saw us leaving the building and heading down
the street in the other direction. So, he sent a woman to inform

us that we could not leave our car there as this spot was

i ot
25, DD

needed by others. Now this is where the social graces of the
. i M k
Mexican people are demonstrated. Where else would the cour- Cinco de Mayo market
tesy of the locals be shown in such a thoughtful fashion?

. ) ) you can reach Suzanne A. Marshall at suzanne@manzanillosun.com
| suspect he could have dealt with us differently with perhaps a

traffic ticket. Who knows? We may have been in a short -term

Bn rs k Ldwhbns8r Khedr sxkd d manzhnilogunitomnd 2
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by Tommy Clarkson

Yellow Bells , 7Tecoma stans

Family: Bignoniaceae

Also known as: Yellow Elder, Trumpet Bush, Ginger -Thomas,
Tecoma, Trumpet Flower, Yellow Trumpet Bush, Yellow Trumpet

Flower, Yellow Bignonia, Tronadora or Esperanza*

(Sometimes | embarrass myself so much that I think | should go
back to the insect collection of my 4 -H project youth! Such is
the case with the Yellow Bells. Upon spying this beauty and de-
ciding to write about it, | jumped to the conclusion that it was

a - very similar in appearance - Golden Trumpet Tree - Tabe-

buia chrysantha - that had somehow gotten its flowering sea-

The blooms are followed by long, string bdi#e pods

sons mixed up. Wrong, wrong, wrong, Bug Breath!)

. ) _ sional shot me a notbewnUrnderR) es et ni n

Bailing me out f as he has done on numerous occasions - was _ . .
. ) ) me straight. Next, taking these pictures for me was my buddy,
my pal, Dr. Mark Olson, of the Institute of Biology at the Uni- 3 _
_ _ _ Nat han. So al/l | Sd contributed, up
versity of Mexico. He, you may recall, kindly wrote the Fore- o .
o o it incorrectly! But, Golden Trumpet r Yel | ow Bel | s

word for The Civilized Jungle, Volume [. Along with his equally -

_ _ ) . ) ting ol der, you can see how | S8d ge
intelligent, PhDed (/ 7 t hat Ss not a)wiamst /t shoul d be ) ] _ _
story and | Sm sticking with it/

wife, this globe -trotting, internationally -known, plant profes-

But, so as to keep you from repeating my great and galling,
geriatric gaffe, allow me to describe these attractive trees in a
bit of detail. To start with, they are an evergreen - zone ten
and eleven f full-sun loving, large bush to small tree, growing in
the United States, Mexico to northern Venezuela and Argentina.
And yes, some folks in the cooler climes enjoy them year round
as they can be grown in pots/containers outside during warm
weather and then overwintered indoors as a houseplant in a
bright, sunny room. In the former mode, they have no serious
insect or disease problems. But indoors, keep a watchful eye

out for spider mites and whiteflies.

(Continued on page4)

The showy clusters bend the twigs into arches with their weight

Bn rs k Ldwhbns8r Khedr sxkd d manzhnilogunitomnd 3
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The contrast of flowers against the dark green leaves is lovely!

Beyond that, | could not say it better than is written in the
Floridata Plant Encyclopedia, as follows: The Yellow Bells have
rbright green opposite
with one to nine (usually three to seven) sharply -pointed, oval
leaflets. The two to three inch (5 -7.6 cm) long leaflets have
sharply-toothed edges. They are borne on very short petioles
and are slightly hairy on the undersides along the midrib and

in the vein axils. The smooth, squarish twigs are green, turning
tan or reddish tan as they age. The bark on the main trunk is
light brown and becomes corky with age. The one to two inch

(2.5-5.1 cm) sunshine yellow flowers are trumpet shaped.

They hang in showy clusters at the branch tips and forks, bend-
ing the twigs into arches with their weight. There are two folds
along the bottom of the flowers throat and several delicate
rust-red lines decorating the interior. The blooms appear in
flushes throughout the growing season. They are followed by
four to eight inch (10.2 -20.3 cm) long, string bean -like pods
that hang in vertical clusters. These turn brown and split open

to release flat, oblong one -quarter inch (0.6 cm) seeds with

| eaves,

(By the way, worry not, the preceding two paragraphs of good

- but somewhat tediously -detailed - data, is not on the test!)
You/maywish ta rememijper anly that i Hag delightfuthyg bright d
yellow, trumpet -shaped flowers displayed in terminal clusters
and growing from fifteen to twenty feet (4.57
height.

f 6.10 meters) in

Beyond we - moderately sentient - humanoids, the Yellow Bells
flowers are enjoyed by butterflies, nectar -seeking insects, bees
and hummingbirds. Small mammals eat its seeds, while some

creatures browse on the
vorably inclined to the Yellow Bells. In South Africa, it is consid-
ered an invasive species. But, it is the official flower of the Vir-

gin Islands!

* Speaking of Esperanza, she and her husband John are our
wonderful friends and next -door neighbors here atop the ridge
Their

Manzanil [/l o!

above Santiago Bay.

toR place here in

pl ant Ss

e

restaur a

transparentone-qu arter [ nch (0.6 cm) wi Fdr Batk ised of 'ﬁd%té"‘,/&ard&iﬁg ‘Jps, fLr?opicaI plant book reviews and videos
of numerous, highly unique eco/adventure/nature tours, as well as memorable
. . Ultlmate Exp?&lences such as Trop|cal Gargen Brurl})cries
According to the National Gardeni Sssoc t a-
base, it is both humidity and drought tolerant but, on the other Visit us at...www.olabrisagardens.com
hand, likes mesic soil. ( What, one asks, is that? Well, ecologi-
cally speaking, such I s ra habitat with a moderate or wel [/

you can reach Tommy Clarkson at tommy@manzanillosun.com

bal anced moi stureRr. )

supply of

Bn rs k Ldwhbns8r Khedr sxkd d manzhnilogunitomnd 4
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What will happen to bonds if interest rates rise?
by Yann Kostic

Rising interest rates are generally bad for bond funds. This is
very important for bond investors today to understand.

An example to explain why.

Let's say you purchased a bond with a coupon of 6 percent at
par, for $1,000. You will receive annual interest of $60 ($1,000 x
6%). You will also receive your $1,000 principal back when the
bond matures. Until then, however, the value of your bond will
fluctuate as interest rates move.

Assume, for example, that interest rates rise to 8 percent. That
means newly-issued bonds have coupons of 8 percent, and
your bond, with a paltry 6 percent coupon, is less valuable. Its
price declines.

On the other hand, assume that interest rates fall to 3 percent.
That means newly-issued bonds have coupons of 3 percent,
and your bond, with a 6 percent coupon, is more valuable. Its
price rises.

So the market value of a bond moves inversely to market inter-
est rates. This does not matter if you plan to hold the bond to
maturity, in which case you'll receive its face value. However, if
you plan to sell it sooner, interest rates matter.

The situation is further complicated if you hold shares of a
bond fund. A fund holds many individual bonds instead of a
single individual bond.

When interest rates rise, shareholders get scared and tend to
sell their shares. In order to pay those shareholders, the fund
manager may have to sell some of the portfolio of bonds. This

can hurt the value of the bond fund.

Today, interest rates are historically low in the United States,
and the US Federal Reserve has suggested that it will increase
rates three (or possibly four) times in 2017.

If you're a bond investor, be sure you understand the risks.
Bonds can play an important role in a diverse portfolio, but no
investment is without risk and bonds are not an exception.

Yann Kostic is an Investment Advisor (RIA) and Money Manager with Atlant
Wealth Management. Yann specializes in retirees (or soon to be):i&diént women

and expats in Mexico. Atlantis Wealth Management has relationships with interna:
tional custodians allowing multiple foreign currencies in a single account. Yann splii
his time between the Lake Chapala area, Manzanillo and Central Florida. Comme
jdzSadAzya 2N G2 NB Ij dzS a G KAa ySgatsSi

yannk@atlantisgrp.comin the US at (321) 574521 or in Mexico, (376) 106613
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HIG ¥
it SIS

RESTAURAN
FOOD - WINE - SONG - LOVE

PRESENTS

Black Swan with Diamonds
Live Onstage Friday & Saturday Nights 8PM

Reopening soon!

Las_wBrisas

P
:

Crucero
ye

oooooo

Bn rs k Ldwhbns8r Khedr sxkd d manzhnilogunitomnd

o=
c
[q]
S
@
@
=
e
o
>
S
@



mailto:yannk@atlantisgrp.com

>

ManzanilloSun

I
lanted

N

by Tommy Clarkson

Zombie Palm , Zygocactus truncate

Family: Cactaceae

Also known as: Latayne Palm, Latayne Zombie or Guanito

Native to Hispaniola, where it grows in sparse scrub at low ele-

vations on dry hills, this interesting f and somewhat different -

looking - species is closely related to Coccothrinax and Thrinax

palms. A bit of a rhippy wild
larly hybridizes with species of the former genus. (But, then
agail n, maybe we might be a

that discussed us relegated to the last page or so!)

A bit dissimilar from close -up pictures of Zombie Palms | have
seen in numerous printed and on -line venues, and in that ours
is not a clustering sort but rather a solitary, | suspect it may

well be cultivar.

The genus name of Zombia is derived from the Haitian Creole

name for it, /atanier zombie or r ghost pal mR.
antiflarum means rof the Antill esR.
With a degree of the rugly

daunting in appearance at first glance when the palm is
younger. But the Zombie Palm will eventually develop into a
medium-s i zed, rat her attractive,
tightly clustering stems and the intricate weaving of its trunk
enveloping, leaf stem base fibers are the impetus for its beauty
in radulthoodR.

It does have some other rather interesting and unusual growth
features.

One should stand back when admiring this character as the

ends of the fibers project outward in sharp spines. Some say

Bn rs k LdwhbnsSr
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that its common name comes from the alleged use of these
spines as voodoo needles, while other authorities totally dispel
this story. If the tree dies and the central core rots away, it may
leave a hollow, fibrous column standing alone but with its pro-

ng spi whi ch i

jecti nes.

In this shot, one can see the entire cycle of inflorescericem budding
. through its tiny flowers to mature fruits

dR and rfree oveR sort, i

The Zombie Palm sports apprOX|mater twenty

rirre R t oo
above and slﬁ/er beﬁow - leaves atop a slender byrlap I|ke

- bright green

matted trunk. Its palmate leaves have thirty to forty drooping
segments which are split at their tips and are from two to three
feet wide (.61 - .91 meters). They have no crown shaft but will
grow to approximately ten feet (3.05 meters) tall and the same
width with its spreading fronds. Its white flowers are bi
and develop into good -looking, roundish fruits, one inch (2.54
di

known to exist but have not seen them.) Bees and other insects

Th%ettheer

cm) i n ameter.

paPis tbI 0Ssoms.

My books assert that it is a clumping varlety However as
c k|l g g ndr omeR, t fi\ tf
noted earll r, our Single specimen seems bent on a lonely, soli-

tary trunk existence.

sort when rgrown upR. | t s
The Zombia antillarum has high salt and drought tolerance,

prefers moderate to full sunlight, has low nutritional needs and
is adaptable as to where it plants its roots. About all it requests
Whil e it

grow better and look prettier with regular watering. As it han-

i s good drainage.

dles salt well, it makes a good palm for planting near the

ocean. Its seeds will germinate in around two months, should

S

-sexual

(-fluid specimens being f

(Continued on page7)
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(Zombie Palm 7 Continued from page 6)

you wish to grow your own. 2004 article by F.B. Taylor and J.C. Timyan in Economic Botany,
purportedly, r 7T h e p e o p [-Morne, HaitiGbelese that the

As to proper pl acement in oneSgpgellowshvd @emyn 10Sd emrecodivaegd bhpatt-he

you showcase it in a location where its somewhat -uniquestems act/ vatorR used to stimulate all

can be appreciated. | Sve read timisnw/ifewapubéicsaédohs rsavwakearR

comments of this species that, as Riffle states, has a s nat v g

tendency . . . to form dense clumps that obscure the trunks, re-
sulting in a mound of foliage in which, not only the trunks, but

also the shape of the [/ eaves, a

¥ ¥

Its ripe fruits are a striking white in color

z

| Sve heard that thereSgonsdezidwar f

Some say that its common namgombie palm comes from the alleged < .
use of these spines as voodoo needles (HSmmmmmmm, a dwarf zombi e.

picture!)

He goes on to advise that r Some j udi ci ous pruning out of the
stem (wil]) reveal . . . . the wondrous woven fibers and their

spiny pr oWherthey areis seESon, also seen at that For back issues of "Roots", gardening tips, tropical plant book reviews and videos
of numerous, highly unique eco/adventure/nature tours, as well as memorable

time, are the ghostly, white or greenish  -white fruits. "Ultimate Experiences" such as Tropical Garden Brunches

. . . . . Visit us at...www.olabrisagardens.com
One might consider using it as an indoors specimen but ensure

that it has a significant amount of light and good air circula-
tion. you can reach Tommy Clarkson at tommy@manzanillosun.com
But |l etSs get back to that creepy, zombie stuff. According to

Bn rs k Ldwhbns8r Khedr sxkd d manzhnilogunitomnd 7
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Earthquakes

by Terry Sovil

An earthquake, also called a temblor, is the shaking or rolling

of the earthSs surface. It i s
slide past each other or break apart due to tension or pressure.
You may feel it as a rumble or shock under your feet or it may
be so powerful it can flatten buildings or large sections of a

city. They occur on land or at sea.
Terms

There may be smaller shocks before (foreshock) and some after
(aftershock) from the main earthquake (mainshock). Foreshocks
can be so big you may feel it was the mainshock. Foreshocks
and aftershocks can occur within days, weeks or months of the

main earthquake.

In the diagram below, you can see the inner core, the outer
core (liquid in nature), the mantle (semi -molten rock called
magma) and the crust. The crust is the hard part of the earth
that forms the surface. It includes the land masses we live on,
t he the oceanSs

oceans and

outer crust.

Crust

The crust thickness varies from 5 to 40 km (3 to 25 miles). The

mantle is about 2,900 km (1800 miles) thick. It makes up 82%

Bn rs k LdwhbnsSr
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of the earthSs volume and 68% of

perature is very high and is liquid. The molten iron here is
be
Temperatures range from 3,200 C to 4,000 C (5,400 to 7,200 F).

t hought to the source of the

wiiheeinmer toveds veryphbt ard &ez#? the innércc@eansblig (4,800 i p

to 4,500 C or 7,200 to 8,100 F).

Plates, Faults, Richter Scale

Tectonic Platesf Huge | ayers of t he
move, slide, stretch and collide with other layers. Each plate is

50-250 miles (80-400 km) thick!

Faultsf Also called fault plane or fault lines. Weak lines that de-
velop in plates, usually on the surface of the earth. If a fault
line slips, an earthquake may result. The hypocenter is the loca-
tion directly below the earthSs
starts. The epicenter is directly above it on the surface of the

earth.

Seismograph / The Richter Scale f A seismograph measures the

magnitude of an earthquake. The Richter scale (RS) is a meas-

d e p wrdnts compkra eatthqupkes Kk is calcufatedrimievdlsrof ten. IBe

a measure of 4 is ten times more than a measure of 3. An
earthquake of 3 -5 is considered minor, 5 -7 is moderate and 7 -8

is major, and 8 or more is great and devastating.

How do they happen?

BEFORE EARTHQUAKE AFTER EARTHQUAKE
Tectonic plates slide

Fault line over each other

Tectonic plates

© eSchoolToday

Imagine what happens when two plates collide using the dia-

gram above. The earthquake develops in the crust of the earth.

(Continued on page9)
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(Earthquakes 2 Continued from page 8)
the Rivera Plate separated from the Cocos Plate 5 -10 million
Think of the plates as similar to a jigsaw puzzle. As they push years ago.

against each other with great pressur e, It raivesR al ong
g |

that fault line and there is an earthquake. Much like ripples on

a pond when you throw a rock, the plates direct tremendous

N Y5 [

energy outward. The earth will shake and roll, causing damage.

e American
Types of Earthquakes Pac iﬁc P I ate
Plate <
There are three main forms of earthquakes, depending on the River-Cocos '
plate movements. It could occur in a convergent, where one Orngeny
plate is pushed over another creating a thrust fault. It could be
a divergent boundary where the plates are forced apart, form-
ing a Rift Zone, or new floor. This is common on ocean floors,
with the Mid Atlantic Ridge being an example. Last it could be This area has caused some of the strongest earthquakes in the
a transform fault. Unlike the other two the plates here slip by history of Mexico:
each other. This is also called a strike -slip. See the diagram be-
low. 1 June 3, 1932 the largest earthquake in the history of Mexico,

RS 8.2, in Jalisco with an aftershock of 7.8.

Convergent Divergent Transform

1 October 9, 1995 an RS 7.6 earthquake occurred beneath the

Jalisco region with significant loss of life and property

1 An RS 7.8 earthquake on January 24, 2003 occurred near
Colima city resulting in 29 dead, 300 injured, 10,000 left

homeless, 2005 homes destroyed and 6,615 homes dam-
aged. The quake was felt in Mexico City, most of Mexico
Tsunami and into Southern Texas. Landslides closed Colima -

Guadalajara highway and the port of Manzanillo. A local
A tsunami, massive ocean wave, can be triggered by an earth- tsunami of about 1m / 3 feet was recorded in Manzanillo.
quake that occurred in the sea. This happens when the plates

move, or focus, so that one slips under another. Tsunamis may S——g
also be caused by underwater landslides or the eruption of a ; NOI’th Amerlcan P"te
Rivera-Cocos

volcano. The waves created can grow to a size of 100 feet or

30 meters. Out at sea, the waves travels very fastand isonly 1 - R;:I:tr:

2S / .5M in height. 1t will pas: ns . |
is not like a conventional wave as it runs from the surface to Pacific

the bottom of the ocean. As it travels it gains speed, up to 500 Plate

mph / 804.672 kph. When it reaches shore, and the depth of

the water decreases, the wave grows in height.
Galapagos

‘\p'.t.
Manzanillo and Colima

95 Nazca Plate

We are surrounded by the North American plate, The Cocos
plate and the Pacific plate. The Rivera Plate is a small plate, a

you can reach Terry Sovil at terry@manzanillosun.com
microplate, located off the south of the Baja. It is believed that

Bn rs k Ldwhbns8r Khedr sxkd d manzhnilogunitomnd 9
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Allied
by Suzanne A. Marshall The IMDB rating is 7.2/10 based on an estimated 25,085

viewers.
Starring: Brad Pitt, Marion Cotillard, Jared Harris

Director: Robert Zemeckis

r/ln 1942, a Canadian [ ntelligen:q
ters a female French Resistance fighter on a deadly mission be-

oun-

hind enemy lines. When they reunite in London, their relation-
ship Is tested by the pressures

This film is a masterpiece of art direction, costuming and
realistic sets. These alone are worth seeing. | note there
are a number of award nominations for these very rea-
sons. Brad Pitt and Marion Cotillard play their roles with a
genuine FffeelS for those ti
proper. This is, perhaps, why | never really felt a chemistry
between them. However, the story is fascinating and over-

all very good entertainment. There is plenty of intrigue
and the plot does keep you guessing until the very end. |

enjoyed it.

My curiosity found me doing a little bit of research to find

out i f the movie was based off
writer, Steven Knight, now a successful screen writer, was ‘ MARION [[:][[]a?lﬂl lPAIFH] AL
personally told this story while visiting friends many years
ago. This being long before his fame, he feels that the

story was related to him, in all sincerity, by a relative of Bl e IN CINEMAS NOVEMBER 25

the heroineSs family. Ther ef st ory

but not one that can be verified. He says he knew it would

you can reach Suzanne A. Marshall at suzanne@manzanillosun.com

be a movie someday.

advertisement
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Volcano of Fire
by Kirby Vickery zacoatl, Tezcatlipoca and Xipe Totec. It was these four that cre-

ated the world while each of them represented a cardinal direc-
| wanted to be able to tie in Aztec mythology into to the erup- tion.

tions of Volcan de Colima which is also known as Volcan de

Fuego in recognition of its almost constant eruptions of late. | Xipe Totec was the god of the east. He represented agriculture,
didnSt find what | was | ooki ng gbeade, shriid vefetatiof, gdidSnttisd silversnies, libePatioR T -
esting facts that | can give. and the seasons, as well as pimples and eye diseases. He con-

nected agricultural and the renewal of life in living things and

In the Aztec creation saga, we are in the fifth world. The other flayed himself to give food to humanity. Without his skin, he
four were created then destroyed before true man came along. was depicted as a golden god. Xipe Totec was supposed to
The God of Fire, also known as the Turquoise Lord or Lord of have been the god that invented war.

the Volcano actwually has two na~™~~"-~ Tha sl A4 aunw e aamoe o Ll

chueteotl and he is the oldest god in the Aztec pantheon of
gods. According to the Florentine Codex, he is considered as
the mother and father of all the Aztec gods. You have to re-
member the duality of their gods being masculine and feminine

at the same time. His other name is Xiuhtecuhtli in his younger

state and was usually represented by a face of turquoise.

Xipe Totec

[At this point in the creation of the world, there are several dif-
ferent accounts and | have picked some - sorta.] Huitzilopochtli
and Quetzalcoatl teamed up to make the first world and the
first thing they created was fire. Then they set out to create hu-
manity and chose Tezcatlipoca to be sacrificed as the source of
light because the world was in darkness and needed a sun. The

problem was that Tezcatlipoca only had the power to become

a half sun. When he was sacrificed, his blood dropped on a

Xiuhtecuhtli
mass of ground up bones of the ground and two gods sprung
From another Codex, this duality is exemplified by the very first up. They were the first man and woman , named Oxomoco and
Aztec god that created itself. Ometecuhtli, the Lord of Duality, Cipactonal respectively.

and Omecihuatl, Lady of Duality, came to be as one. This gives
the good and bad and male/female to all the Aztec gods. This In later myths, the four gods who created the world, Tezcat-

god gave birth to four others named Huiziopochtli, Quet-
(Continued on page 13
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(Volcano of Fire - Continued from page 1}
lipoca, Quetzalcoatl, Huitzilopochtli and Xipe Totec were re-
ferred to respectively as the Black, the White, the Blue and the
Red Tezcatlipoca. The four Tezcatlipocas were the sons of
Ometecuhtli and Omecihuatl, lady and lord of the duality, and
were the creators of all the other gods, as well as the world

and all humanity.

During this, a fight transpired between Quetzalcoatl and Tez-
catlipoca. Quetzalcoatl was the victor, but Tezcatlipoca takes
revenge by sending jaguars on Earth to destroy the giants.

Thus, came an end to the first sun.

There is some conflict concerning the reality of these giants.
They were the people created in the first sun but kept falling
off the edge of the dearth, into the sea where they were all
eaten by the sea creatures created either by a crocodile -like
water creature named Cipactli and the rain god Tlaloc and his
wife Chalchiuhtlicue. One supposedly survived and, as a result,
fathered a race of over eight -foot giants which keep popping
up in various archeological sites, expeditions and other places

such as in the Bible as Goliath.

Yyou can reach Kirby Vickery at kirby@manzanillosun.com

Cipactonal

Cipactli
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